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On this Memorial Day weekend most people across the 

country will be thinking of an extra day off. For many it is 
the beginning of summer. For others it is a time to fire up 
the barbeque grill and enjoy a cook out. What might be 
missed by many is the reason we have a Memorial Day on 
the calendar – to honor and remember those who gave 
their lives in service to our country. Over the years this 
would include hundreds of thousands of men and women 
who gave their lives since this day was put on the calendar 
in 1860. 

For those who have lost a loved one during time of war 
or while serving in the line of duty it is probably easily 
remember their sacrifice, although with pain and mixed 
emotions. I think of my own brother who died in the line 
of duty 37 years ago. Many of you have relatives and 
friends also who have made the supreme sacrifice. 
However, many don’t give it much thought or consider the 
freedoms we enjoy because of them. Memorial Day is a 
chance to do just that. We ought to be grateful to God for 
the blessings of our land, the freedoms we enjoy, the 
bounty of the earth and the peace and prosperity that is 
ours because of those who gave their lives for our country. 
It would be foolish of any of us to think that we have come 
to this place in our lives on our own. Any successes we 
have enjoyed or any advantages that we have are all 
because of people who have gone before us. Think about 
all the people who contributed to your life before you 
even came along. Your parents and grandparents, 
industrialists, inventors, teachers and yes, war veterans all 
contributed to the life you enjoy today. It is humbling to 
think about. 

God’s grace is manifest toward us in ways we are not 
even aware of. However the most important display of 
God’s grace and the most valuable of all sacrifices is that 
of His Son. In Romans 5 Paul says, 7 For one will scarcely 
die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good 
person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his 
love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us. Those who gave their lives for their country did so 
because they believed in the cause. When Christ died for 
us He knew that we were unworthy and would be less than 
grateful; yet He gave His life anyway. What awesome love! 
What amazing sacrifice! All of this for you and me so that 
we might reach the distant country of our eternal home. 


