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 This is the time of year when students everywhere are 
taking tests. In High Schools and colleges student are 
taking final exams. High School students are also taking the 
ACT, SAT, and other entrance or placement exams for 
college. Students who have graduated have to take tests to 
gain certification or credentialing in their field. This is 
common in the fields of law, medicine and education. I can 
recall some tests I had to take over the years. I needed a 
test to get into the seminary and another test to get out of 
the seminary. Whether it is a written test, an oral test, or 
just a test of your will and wit, tests are a part of life. 

For the most part, tests are taken by those who want 
something—entrance into a university, credentials for a 
job, etc. and the test givers are those who want to weed 
out the unqualified. Therefore, it is not appropriate for a 
subordinate to test his or her superior. Even the Bible 
makes this point in Dt. 6:16 - “You shall not put the Lord 
your God to the test.” Jesus quotes this passage also in the 
wilderness when He was tested by the devil. 

However, there is one place in Scripture where we are 
encouraged to put God to the test. This is in Malachi 3:10 
where the prophet writes, “Bring the full tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And 
thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will 
not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for 
you a blessing until there is no more need.” 

What is the Lord saying here? He is encouraging the 
people of God to give their tithe (10%) to Him, trusting 
that they will not run short, but that God will supply them 
with all that they need in abundance. He challenges us in 
the same way. He wants us to give generously and freely to 
His house, trusting that we will be cared for by God. So 
often we hold back because we are fearful that we will not 
have enough to meet our basic needs or our wants and 
desires. We imagine that if we give too much to the Lord’s 
work at church, we will not have enough for the lifestyle 
we would like to enjoy. To that way of thinking, the Lord 
says, “test Me in this. See if I am not able to bless you in 
ways you may not even be able to imagine.”  

This is not a theology of glory—give so that you can get 
more. It is a theology of the cross—give because you have 
been blessed, trusting God will care for all our needs. Go 
ahead, put God to the test. Give to the Lord’s work and 
see if He won’t open the windows of heaven and pour out 
His blessings. Both you and your church will be blessed. 


