
+ Pastoral + Epistle + 
Rev. Michael J. Roth Vol. 11, No. 18 

 Happy Mothers’ Day! Today is a big day in most churches 
and restaurants. In churches, because sons and daughters 
tend to attend church on Mothers’ Day when mom insists. 
(Way to go mom!) In restaurants, because husbands and 
children don’t want mom to have to cook, but who’s going 
to? So they go out to eat. It is probably a big day for 
florists, jewelers, and card and candy shops. We rightfully 
honor and thank mothers for all the work and sacrificing 
they pour into their children. None of us would be where 
we are today without our mothers. 

As Christians, we all have another mother—the holy 
Christian church. The church has always been compared to 
a mother because she gives birth to believers, children in 
the faith. Some traditions even refer to the Holy Mother 
Church. Surely, the description fits. Through baptism the 
church brings forth children of God. Through school and 
Sunday school, sermons and Bible classes our mother, the 
church, nurtures us in the faith. When we are sick or 
hurting, it is our mother, the church that prays for us, 
encourages us and visits us. The church is also there during 
important events of life—baptisms, confirmations, 
weddings, and funerals. 

How do you honor and thank your church for all that she 
has done and continues to do for you? I suppose the best 
answer is the old stewardship response of time, talent and 
treasure. Like mom, the church can easily be taken for 
granted. She is always there. She doesn’t ask for much, but 
is always ready to give and to serve. But, what is 
sometimes forgotten is, the church is people; people like 
you. We are all members of the church. We are the church. 
If the church is to give birth to more and more children of 
God and nurture the faith from cradle to grave, it is going 
to require the time, talents and treasures of all God’s 
people.  

Your church needs you! Consider giving some time to the 
work of the church. You have talents—use them for the 
benefit of the kingdom. Treasures—we need all you can 
spare. We are entering into the budgeting process for the 
fiscal year 2019-20 and we are going to need much more 
revenue than we have been receiving to continue our 
current programs. If you can increase your weekly giving by 
a chosen amount, you likely will not notice, but the church 
will benefit. Please pray about this. God has blessed us 
with mothers who love and care for us. The one birthed us, 
the other gave us new birth in Christ. 


