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Easter is the reason we are here today. Of course, we 

are here in this building celebrating the resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead—after all it is Easter. But what I mean 
is, Easter is why Trinity Lutheran Church is here today. In 
fact, there would not even be a Christian church if it 
weren’t for Easter. Had Jesus not risen from the dead, He 
would have went the way of so many outstanding men of 
history. He would maybe receive a paragraph or two in the 
encyclopedia or a page on Wikipedia. But, if Jesus had not 
risen from the dead He would have no following of 
significance, we would not care about His teachings and we 
would not be here worshipping Him. 

Easter is why Trinity Lutheran Church is planted in 
this community. We are here to proclaim the resurrection 
of Jesus. We are just like Mary Magdalene in our text from 
John 20, who announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 
Lord!” In a variety of ways we tell the community, “We 
have seen the Lord!” While we do this, we also pray that 
the community can see the Lord in us. 

If one were to wonder why Christians do what they 
do, why churches do what they do, why we do what we do, 
the conclusion should be—we have seen the Lord! 
Everything we do as a congregation here at Trinity is 
because Jesus is risen from the dead and He has been seen 
alive by the women at the tomb and the disciples. He 
continues to make Himself know through the Word—
preaching, teaching and witnessing the faith. He is present 
in Baptism and with His body and blood in the Lord’s 
Supper.  

Because Jesus lives our sins are forgiven, we are 
reconciled to God and we have the promise of eternal life. 
Because Jesus has conquered the grave we too will rise 
again on the Last Day. So, we are here to make this good 
news known to our children, our friends, and people in our 
community. The message we have to announce is, “We 
have seen the Lord!” Let me challenge you to be part of 
this mission. Join us in worship, but also in the work of the 
church. We are here to announce the resurrection in our 
teaching in the school and throughout the week. We are 
here to announce victory in social ministry outreach and in 
our visitation. We declare the presence of the risen Lord in 
our world when we express confidence in His powerful 
grace and mercy. We say, “I have seen the Lord,” 
whenever we live as the people of God. 

 

 


