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Today is Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy Week. 

It is a busy week in the church because of our special times 
of worship—Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter. It 
may also be a time of reflection and devotion for us as we 
consider the Lord’s Passion and the purpose of it all—our 
salvation from sin and death. 

Not everyone views this week as holy, not today nor 
at the time of Jesus. We see these opposing views in John’s 
Gospel. We are told that the crowds that followed Jesus on 
that Palm Sunday did so because they had heard of the 
resurrection of Lazarus. In John 12 it says, 17 The crowd 
that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the 
tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear 
witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet 
him was that they heard he had done this sign. This is a 
miraculous sign on the part of Jesus. Not only is it amazing 
that He could raise the dead, it also testifies to His identity 
as the Son of God. On the one hand, what great benefit 
there is from such a miracle worker. On the other hand, if 
He is the Son of God, as this sign indicates, then He is the 
long awaited Messiah. Is it any wonder that the people, 
took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, 
crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 

However, not everyone had the same feelings. We 
also read from John’s Gospel, 19 So the Pharisees said to 
one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. 
Look, the world has gone after him.”  They were not 
happy that “the world has gone after him.” To them it 
meant that their positions of authority were in jeopardy. It 
meant that they should be followers of Jesus too. They did 
not want someone else controlling their lives. They did not 
want to give up the recognition and privilege they enjoyed. 
They did not want to be second to Jesus. 

Where would you come out in this division? Would you 
be waving palm branches and shouting Hosanna! Or, would 
you be grumbling about this intruder in your life. In other 
words, are you willing to follow and worship Jesus as your 
Savior and the Lord of your life, or would you rather He 
leave you alone and let you do as you please, following and 
worshiping your own desires? Is this a holy week for you 
because of your devotion to Christ or is it a hollow week 
because your time and life is filled only with the empty 
things of this life? It is worth pondering. 

 


