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Today is St. Patrick’s Day, which is a commemoration 
of the man who is traditionally credited with bringing the 
Christian faith to Ireland. However, today it is usually 
considered more of a cultural celebration of Ireland. Many 
people will wear green, eat corned beef and cabbage and 
drink green beer or another alcoholic beverage. Many big 
cities that have a large Irish population will also have 
parades on this day that marks Patrick’s death (A.D. 461). 
It is really a big deal in places like New York and Chicago. 
Maybe some of you have plans to celebrate in some way 
this afternoon. 

Whether or not you have Irish ancestry or plan to wear 
green today, I think it is worth noting the original reason 
for St. Patrick’s Day. Patrick was a man who believed it 
was important that all people have the opportunity to 
know Jesus as their Savior. He was born in Britain and 
kidnapped as a teenager by Irish raiders and made into a 
slave. He worked in the fields for 6 years in Ireland before 
he escaped. He then became a priest and returned to 
Ireland to convert the pagans to Christianity. In his 
teaching and evangelizing he made use of the shamrock, 
the three leafed clover, to talk about the Holy Trinity. He 
was very zealous and committed to mission work and 
converted many to the faith. He eventually became the 
Bishop of Ireland. Today he is considered the patron saint 
of Ireland. 

Whether you are Irish or not, as a Christian, you should 
be inspired by Patrick. His personal love and devotion for 
the Lord and his concerned for the lost, moved him to live 
in a country that had earlier enslaved him. He saw the 
faithlessness of the people in Ireland and had compassion 
for them. Like Jesus, he who had been a shepherd, saw the 
people as sheep without a shepherd. 

How many people do you know who are in need of a 
shepherd, even the Good Shepherd? How many people do 
you know who are adrift, without clear direction and 
purpose in life? How many people do you know who do not 
have the joy of salvation you have? My guess is that we live 
and work and play with people every day who do not know 
their Savior and are not secure in the faith. The questions 
for us is, how can we share our faith with them? Could we 
use a shamrock to talk about the Trinity? Could we use the 
color green to talk about God’s creation? Could we use a 
meal of corned beef and cabbage to show Christian 

hospitality? Pray God lead and inspire you as He did St. 
Patrick! 


