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Many of you may be developing the mid-winter blues. 
Maybe you are thinking about going to Florida or counting 
down the days to spring break. February can be a tough 
month. When is winter going to be over?! 

At the tail-end of winter also comes Lent. This year Ash 
Wednesday is March 6. On this day we begin our 40 day 
journey through Lent, on our way toward Easter. Easter 
and spring-time, with the celebration of the resurrection 
and the display of Easter lilies, comes as a welcome guest 
after a long winter and the penitential season of Lent. 
However, Lent does not have to be a depressing time. Yes, 
it is penitential; we do rehearse the suffering and death of 
Jesus again this year. Yes, we do know that His passion and 
death were because of our sins and the sins of the world. 
Yes, we are urged to repent of our sins. We may even 
strive to sacrifice or give something up for Lent. Yet, this 
can be a wonderful time of renewal of faith and dedication 
to the Word. 

If you are familiar with our mid-week Lenten services 
you know, that despite some somber tones, there is a 
wonderful Gospel message that is proclaimed every week. 
In fact, during the season of Lent the light shining on the 
cross is like a laser beam. Maybe it is because of our keen 
awareness of sin that the cross stands all the more boldly 
as a symbol of hope. The cross of Jesus is where the 
judgment of God strikes, rather than upon the hearts and 
heads of guilty sinners. There at the cross, we are absolved 
and set free from sin and death. This is the message of 
Lent! 

I would like to encourage you to make full use of this 
year’s Lenten season. Plan to attend the mid-week Lenten 
services on Wednesdays at 6:30. I would also encourage 
you to come to the soup and bread suppers that begin at 
5:00 in the Fellowship Hall. These are golden opportunities 
to bring a friend. Many people are unfamiliar with Lent, 
but are curious to understand it. These services are simple 
in format, but very focused on the Gospel. During Lent one 
will learn a lot about the life and death of Jesus, the 
central message of our Christian faith. With such a strong 
Gospel message and wonderful caring Christian fellowship 
at the soup suppers, visitors know they are in the  right 
place. 

Our theme this year is Behold the Man! It is based on 
the words of Pontius Pilate to the crowd. We will review 

the humanity of Christ and His divine sacrifice for us and 
our salvation. This is a perfect answer to the winter blues! 
 


