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By now the Christmas cookies are gone, the tree has 

been put out to the curb and holiday cheer struggles to 

makes its way into everyday interactions. It is the middle 

of January, life and routines have gotten back to normal. It 

is winter, its cold and the snow is flying. What can be done 

while indoors, other than Netflix or football on the TV? It is 

not too late to join one of the Bible studies at church. You 

can consult our winter Bible study booklet, the Connected 

or the bulletin for days, times and places. Call me if you 

have any questions. 

Another option might be to read a good book. The first 

I would recommend would be the Good Book, the Bible. 

Whether you find a Bible reading plan on-line or download 

an app to your phone or tablet, or use the plan found in 

the Connected, just get stated somewhere. With the extra 

indoor time available in the winter it is a good time to 

start a daily devotional habit. I would also suggest using 

the Portals of Prayer or the Lutheran Hour devotion, which 

can be emailed to you daily. With internet resources there 

is no limit to good devotional materials available. 

There are also two books the Elders and I have and are 

currently studying together that I would recommend. The 

one is Connected to Christ: Why Membership Matters, by 

Peter Speckhard, CPH 2017. The other is Gospel DNA: Five 

Markers of a Flourishing Church, by Michael W. Newman, 

Ursa Publishing 2018. Both of these books are very easy to 

read and not that long. Another book that is easily 

accessible to laymen is being used by our Young Adult Bible 

study called, Being Lutheran: Living in the Faith You Have 

Received, by A. Trevor Sutton, CPH 2016. A book that I 

require of my on-line students through Concordia 

University – St. Paul, which I would recommend, is What’s 

So Amazing About Grace, by Philip Yancey, Zondervan 

1997. This book has some wonderful real-life stories about 

God’s grace in action. These are only a few suggestions. 

The list of worthwhile books on the Christian faith and life 

are extensive. If you have a specific area of interest, but 

don’t know where to start, just let me know and I might 

have a suggestion. 

Reading to expand your mind and nurture your faith is 

a good exercise any time of year. But, if you have to be 

cooped up indoors in the winter, why not expand the mind? 


