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Today is Epiphany on the church year calendar. It is 

sometimes called the “Gentile’s Christmas.” This is 
because the traditional Gospel reading is about the magi 
from the east who came to worship the newborn King of 
the Jews. These Gentile magi were from the eastern region 
of Persia or Babylon. As they had studied the stars and 
examined the ancient prophesies of the Hebrew people, 
they recognized the miraculous star as a sign of the 
Messiah’s birth. Following this star, the magi ended up in 
Jerusalem, where they ask for directions. The scribes and 
chief priests cited Micah 5, pointing the magi to 
Bethlehem. When they traveled to Bethlehem the star led 
them to the very house where Jesus was. There they 
bowed down and worshiped Him. They presented Him with 
gifts--gold and frankincense and myrrh.  

The lessons from this Gentile Christmas are numerous. 
Much could be said about worship, stewardship and gift 
giving. However, I would like to focus on the theme of a 
universal Messiah. That Gentiles from the east traveled to 
worship the King of the Jews is a message from the 
Scriptures that Jesus is the Savior of all people, Jews and 
Gentiles alike. This means that the Good News of His birth 
and work in our world, is also for us. It also means that 
Jesus also came for our relatives, friends and 
acquaintances.  

Epiphany is a word that means to “reveal” or “make 
known.” Through the ministry of the church, God’s people, 
Jesus is revealed as the Savior of the world. This is the 
mission of the church, the mission of Trinity. How will we 
carry out this mission in 2019? How should we make Jesus 
known as the Savior of our community and our world? 
These are important questions; the answers should inform 
our work for this coming year. 

I am very interested in knowing what you think about 
the above the questions. What do you think we should be 
doing as a congregation to manifest Christ as Savior to our 
community? Do you have any ideas on how to engage our 
members in ministry to our community? Do you have some 
thoughts about the needs of our community? Please share 
your thoughts with me. Together we can use our God-given 
talents and insights for the sake of the kingdom. We can 
worship this newborn King by making Him known to others. 


