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In the Gospel reading for today there is the very sad 

questions of Jesus to His twelve disciples, “Do you want to 
go away as well?” (Jn, 6:67) This was in response to the 
previous verse, which says, “After this many of his disciples 
turned back and no longer walked with him.” There were 
those who had followed Jesus early on, but took offense at 
His claim to divinity and His challenging words about the 
sacrifice of His flesh for the life of the world. Peter’s 
response for the disciples is, I pray, ours as well, “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and 
we have believed, and have come to know, that you are 
the Holy One of God.” (vs. 68-69) 

How many people do you know who, at one time 
followed Jesus, but now “no longer walk with Him?” I am 
sure that we all know people where this is a concern to us. 
But, only Jesus knows the heart. In this text Jesus says to 
the disciples, “But there are some of you who do not 
believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those 
were who did not believe, and who it was who would 
betray him.)” Only Jesus knows a person’s heart. So, what 
can we do for those who have “gone away?” 

I would encourage you to put these people on your 
daily prayer list. Whether the people you are thinking of 
are your children, friends, neighbors or coworkers, they 
need your prayers that the Holy Spirit would work in their 
hearts to draw them to the Lord. You can also be a positive 
Christian witness, as Peter was in this text above. It should 
be evident to those around us that Jesus is the One we 
follow. Only He has the words of eternal life. 

We know that people do not respond well to brow-
beating or judgmental comments. But they are influenced 
by the loving and caring Christian who exhibits genuine 
concern and patience. Consider gently inviting these 
people to the events of Trinity. Maybe they would be open 
to coming to a new Bible study that you are joining. Maybe 
they would attend a worship service where your kids are 
singing or there is a special occasion. Maybe they would 
join you in a social event where they could meet other 
members of Trinity. If you keep your “wandering” loved 
ones and friends in mind, I am sure that you can think of 
opportunities to invite them to Trinity functions or ways to 
share your faith. Pray that the Lord give you an outreach 
mindset and the ability to see the opportunities He will 
puts before you. 


