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  Have you been to a graduation open house lately? This 
is the season when High School and college students are 
celebrating their graduations. Many are celebrating the 
end of tests, papers, due dates, assignments, grades and 
books. For these students they see graduation as the end of 
the line; they believe they are ready for career or the next 
level. They may even expect that their learning is done. 

Well, as most of us know, that couldn’t be further from 
the truth. In many jobs there is the requirement for 
continuing education and certification. There are seminars 
and training sessions to attend continuously. The pace of 
technological advancements and new research in our 
society mandates continuing education. It is best if we 
consider ourselves lifelong learners. 

John Coleman reports in the Harvard Business Review, 
“In 2015 Doreetha Daniels received her associate degree in 
social sciences from College of the Canyons, in Santa 
Clarita, California. But Daniels wasn’t a typical 
student: She was 99 years old. In the COC press 
release about her graduation, Daniels indicated that she 
wanted to get her degree simply to better herself; her six 
years of school during that pursuit were a testament to her 
will, determination, and commitment to learning.” 

Apparently you can teach an old dog new tricks. It is 
never too late to learn something new. Coleman goes on. 
in the same article, to explain that lifelong learning is good 
for your health, your wallet and your social life. This and 
many other studies, demonstrate the value of ongoing 
study and cognitive growth. Like any other muscle, the 
more you use your brain, the stronger it will be. 

I would suggest that this is also true of the Christian 
faith and life. We need to continue to study and grow in 
God’s Word. The Bible urges us, “But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Pt. 
3:18) Growth comes through our engagement in the means 
of grace, God’s Word and Sacraments. Beyond simply 
exercising the brain, reading and studying God’s Word 
brings with it the transformative power of God’s Spirit. 

I would encourage you to set aside time in your 
schedule to read the Bible. Maybe you will simply start 
with a book of the Bible and read it through, a little at a 
time. Maybe you would benefit from reading Portals of 
Prayer or other devotional material. Consider studying the 
Word with others in a Bible study. Whatever time you 

spend in the Word and worship you will be blessed. Never 
stop learning! 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2015/06/08/99-year-old-woman-graduates-from-college/28701339/
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