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     Our Gospel reading this morning comes at a good 
time of the year. While the world around us is turning 
green and the blossoms are beginning to bud, Jesus says,  
“I am the vine, you are the branches.” The people of 
Jesus’ day easily understood this agricultural metaphor. 
For us in southwest Michigan, surrounded by vineyards, we 
also understand Jesus’ point. Whether or not you are a 
vinedresser or a fruit grower, you can easily understand 
how important it is for the branches to stay connected to 
the vine. 

Branches that are cut off from the vine quickly dry out 
and die. Their source of life comes from the vine. 
Likewise, branches that are not productive are cut off, so 
that the vine remains healthy and productive. The 
applications to the Christian life and our connection to 
Christ are obvious. In fact, Jesus makes it clear that we 
must remain in Him and He in us if we are to bear much 
fruit. The question becomes, how do we remain in Him? 
How do we stay connected to Christ, as a branch to a vine? 

Jesus gives us the answer to these questions. He says, 
“If you abide in Me and My Word abides in you, ask 
whatever you wish.” Once again, as was evident last week 
when speaking about the Good Shepherd and His sheep, it 
is all about the relationship we have with Jesus. This 
relationship is planted and cultivated through the Word. If 
we desire to be connected to Jesus, to bear fruit and to 
remain healthy we must drink of His Word. Think of the 
Word like the moisture that is drawn from the soil, through 
the vine and into the branches. The reason a branch 
withers and dies when cut off from the vine is because it 
cannot get the moisture and nutrients it needs apart from 
the vine. 

In His Word Jesus nourishes us with grace and 
forgiveness. Everything we need to grow and thrive is in 
the Word, which is all about the love of God in Christ 
Jesus. How much nourishment are you getting? Do you ever 
feel a little dry and withered? Is the fruit of your Christian 
life abundant and robust? Maybe you need a stronger 
connection to Jesus, the Vine, so that His Word of grace 
and mercy continually flow into your life. In addition to 
being present here today, pick up the Bible during the 
week. Read Portals of Prayer. Attend a Bible class. Share 
with me your thoughts on Bible studies and classes in which 
you might be interested in organizing or participating. The 
more we are in the Word the healthier we will be. 

 


