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    One of the most beloved images of Jesus is that of 

the Good Shepherd. We love to sing, “I am Jesus Little 
Lamb.” It is one of the first hymns we learn as a child. We 
are familiar with pictures of Jesus standing among sheep or 
carrying a lamb on his shoulders. The pictures are usually 
depicted in a serene, bucolic setting. There are green 
pastures and quite waters. There might also be birds and 
butterflies in the sky and flowers and blossoms blooming. 
These are beautiful images. 

Our text this morning, about the Good Shepherd Jesus, 
is a bit different. In this text is a wolf that comes to snatch 
the sheep and scatter them. This wolf is said to come to 
seek and to kill and to destroy. We do not see this depicted 
in paintings—ravenous wolves attacking and tearing apart 
the innocent, helpless sheep. Probably not the picture to 
use in a Sunday School leaflet. 

However, this is the reality that makes the Good 
Shepherd all the more important in our lives. The 
destroying wolves in our lives are Satan, the unbelieving 
world and our own sinful flesh. There are forces out there 
that are intent on destroying us. We dare not assume this 
could never happen. The Good Shepherd is there to protect 
us from such dangers. In fact, this Good Shepherd laid 
down His life for the sheep. This loving act of self-sacrifice 
means that we are protected from sin and death. So that 
our sin would not destroy us Jesus gave up His life on the 
cross to pay for all our sin. So that death could not harm 
us, Jesus took His life back from the dead in victory over 
death. Jesus’ dying and rising were for us. His perfect work 
is credited to us for our redemption. 

The Shepherd’s psalm, Ps. 23 says, “Even though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me.” Even in death our Good Shepherd is with us 
so we need not fear. He gives us life, even in death. This 
psalm also says, “You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies.” In the presence of the enemies 
of sin and Satan, Jesus feeds us with His life-giving Word 
and sacraments. Truly, we have a Good Shepherd. Our 
Shepherd not only feeds us and leads us, He also protects 
us from the enemies. “Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever.” 


