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Imprinted on many calendars, whether paper or 
electronic, is the designation of this coming Tuesday, April 
17 – TAX DAY. Usually, tax day is April 15, but when it falls 
on Sunday it is pushed back a day. Because it can’t be on 
Emancipation Day, celebrated in Wash. DC this year on the 
16th, it is pushed to the 17th. Although it is not a national 
holiday (not much celebrating on tax day), it is important 
that people know the deadline for filing their previous 
year’s tax forms. 

You may appreciate the following trivia, taken 
from the internet, as you prepare for our Trivia Night, 
April 28:  

Income tax was first introduced in the United 
States of America in 1861. A rate of three 
percent was levied on incomes above $800 per 
year and the resulting revenue was used to help 
fund the American Civil War effort. However, 
income tax was seen as unconstitutional and the 
law was repealed in 1872. The idea of a tax on 
personal income, at a rate of two percent, was 
reintroduced in the Revenue Act of 1894, but the 
legal status of this kind of tax was still unclear. In 
1913, the "Sixteenth Amendment" to the 
Constitution of the United States was ratified. 
This cleared the way for the modern income tax 
system in the USA. 

Tax Day has moved from March 1 to March 15 and 
finally in 1955, to April 15. Although most people do not 
like paying taxes, it has become a fact of life. This is not 
new. 2000 years ago Jesus said, “render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are 
God's.” (Mt. 22:21) It is right for the Christian to pay taxes 
to the government, who uses the income to provide 
necessary service to citizens. 

So how much do we render to Caesar? The average 
American pays about 30% of their income in taxes when 
one considers federal, state, and local taxes, Social 
Security, and Medicare. In addition, there are also property 
and sales taxes. This money will get you military, police 
and fire protection, roads to travel, waste disposal and 
paid elected officials. My question is, how much do you 
render to God for grace and forgiveness, peace and joy, 
and the assurance of eternal life? After all, there are two 
things for certain – death and taxes. Thanks be to God, the 

price for our salvation was paid by Christ! The amount 
owed is zero; the refund is priceless. 


