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We can learn something about sharing our faith with 
others who do not yet believe, from Thomas. Here we are 
a week after Easter and all the excitement and enthusiasm 
of the resurrection of Jesus has waned. Now, it would 
seem, the opportunities to share the joy of the 
resurrection and our Christian faith have faded. This was 
the timing for Thomas. He missed out on the day of 
resurrection. He did not see the risen Christ. He only had 
reports from his fellow disciples and the women that Jesus 
was alive. Most would not blame him for doubting the 
truthfulness of these resurrection accounts. For Thomas 
this was all fake news. 

For a moment let’s consider those who cared about 
Thomas and their efforts on his behalf. First, even though 
Thomas was not with the rest of the disciples when they 
saw Jesus, they did not leave him out. They made sure that 
he heard the news, “We have seen the Lord.” They did not 
want their friend to be in the dark or miss out on the Good 
News of Jesus’ victory over death. 

Thomas’ reaction is not what they expected from him, 
although it is very understandable. He said, “Unless I see in 
his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into 
the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I 
will never believe.” Evidently, they had told him exactly 
what they saw—the nail marks in His hands and feet.  

But Thomas’ skepticism does not put off his friends. 
They still included him in the upper room a week later. 
Despite his lack of faith, they remained his friends. So too 
with Jesus, who made sure that Thomas had another 
chance to have his doubts dispelled. “Put your finger here, 
and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in 
my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Jesus had not 
given up on Thomas. 

Jesus does not give up on our friends and relatives 
today either. He would encourage us to remain connected 
with our non-Christian or marginally Christian friends. In 
fact, He would encourage us to cultivate a friendship with 
those who do not yet know the Lord, so that we may 
introduce them to the risen Christ. In the end, it will be 
the work of God’s Spirit that brings faith, not our 
persuasion or their reasoning. “Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed.” 

This last promise of Jesus is about us—we believe 
without seeing, because the Spirit of Christ has worked in 

us. Blessed indeed are we and, by God’s grace, a blessing 
to others. 


