
+ Pastoral + Epistle + 
Rev. Michael J. Roth Vol. 10, No. 13 

 
There is no event in human history as important as the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. But having said 
this I realize that it so easily rolls off the tongue without 
the lump in the throat or the tear in the eye it should 
generate if we really weighed the full import of its 
meaning. Sadly, for so many people, even Christians, the 
resurrection of Jesus is old news and not all that relevant 
to their daily lives. 

Think of the implications of this profound truth. That 
Jesus is alive means that the enemies of sin and death have 
been defeated. The alternative to this would be God’s 
judgment against our sin and the sentence of an eternity 
separated from God. The resurrection of Jesus is the 
difference between heaven and hell, the difference 
between living in the light as redeemed children of God 
and living in the darkness as those whose sins have made 
them enemies of God. That Jesus is raised from the dead 
means that we can live lives of joy and meaning in this 
otherwise troubled and often depressing world. 

The challenge for those of us who worship Christ and 
believe in His resurrection is to apply this wonderful reality 
to daily living. It starts with our worship this morning. We 
have set aside time this morning to be in His house to 
receive His gifts of grace through Word and Sacrament and 
also to honor Him with our worship and praise. But if this 
were our only day to honor Christ and learn from Him the 
rest of the month and year would not have much meaning 
or lasting joy. That is why the Lord calls us to honor the 
Sabbath Day, weekly, so that we might grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the structure of our church calendar every Sunday is 
a celebration of the resurrection. Not every Sunday is 
Easter, but every Sunday the people of God gather to 
receive the gifts earned through Christ’s resurrection. 
Weekly worship is by no means a heavy burden laid on 
Christians. It is instead a banquet of God’s grace set before 
those who gather in His house. Having feasted at the 
banquet of God’s riches we move into our daily routines 
invigorated and strengthened for the challenges ahead. 
Filled with Easter joy we live in resurrection victory. This 
reality changes our whole outlook on life. 

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

 


