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Today, Palm Sunday is the beginning of Holy Week. 

Throughout this week, including Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday, Christians all around the world will gather in 
churches to “walk with” Jesus through His passion. Many 
will fast and pray and meditate on the suffering and death 
of Jesus hoping to identify with or more fully appreciate 
what Jesus has done. But the truth is, we can never fully 
walk with Jesus or imagine ourselves in His shoes, or 
sandals, as the case may be. This is exactly how Jesus 
intended it. In fact, He suffered the judgment of God, the 
agony of the cross and the torture of hell so we would not 
have to. He walked the bloody road to Golgotha so that we 
might walk the streets of gold in heaven. 

Because of Jesus, we safely participate in the events of 
Jesus’ passion from a distance. We don’t have to 
experienced what He endured or see what He saw or feel 
what He felt. Just watching some modern Hollywood 
depictions of Christ’s suffering and death is more than 
many can take. I saw The Passion of the Christ once, many 
years ago and I am not all that eager to see it again. The 
physical torture Jesus endured was brutal beyond 
imagination. 

It would seem odd that Jesus would say in today’s 
Gospel, “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all people to myself.” (Jn. 12:32) Why would all 
people be drawn to Jesus lifted up on a cross? Such a sight 
is grotesque and morbid. Yet, it is the purest picture of 
God’s love for the world. On that cursed, gruesome cross, 
Jesus paid for the sin of the world. The punishment we all 
deserve was laid on Jesus. It is not our fascination with 
extreme torture, blood and death that draws us to the 
cross. It is the well-spring of God’s grace that flows from 
the cross that draws us. 

When you make your Holy Week journey this week stay 
focused on the Savior of the cross. This man, who bleed 
and died on the cross, was buried in a tomb and would 
have been forgotten in the annals of history had it not 
been for one more detail. Three days later He rose from 
the dead! His resurrection is the only thing that makes His 
ugly cross a beautiful symbol of God’s mercy and grace. His 
victory over death assure us of His victory over our sin and 
judgment. Because He lives, so do we. Knowing that Easter 
follows Good Friday is why we are drawn to Jesus who, for 
us, was lifted up. 


