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 Were you on time for church this morning? Did you 
remember to move your clock ahead one hour; spring 
forward, if you will? As probably all of you know by now, 
today we begin daylight savings time. I have always been 
curious about this practice, which has been in place in our 
country most of my life. What puzzles me, for one thing, is 
the name—daylight savings time. To me moving the clock 
forward one hour does not save anymore day light than not 
moving the clock. It only pushes the daylight hours ahead 
or back one hour. The length of daylight does not change. 

The only thing that daylight savings time does is move 
the clock so that it is later on the clock when the sun rises 
and sets than it was the day before the time change. The 
same thing could be accomplished if in the spring 
businesses, schools, and churches started an hour earlier. 
We could make the early service start at 7:00 a.m. from 
mid-March to November and then change the start time 
back to 8:00 for the winter months. However, since we are 
a society that runs by the clock and utilizes artificial 
lighting when needed, we would rather be controlled by 
man-made electronics, than the natural rising and setting 
of the sun. I suppose it is easier for meetings and schedules 
for everyone to be on Greenwich Mean Time (GMT), than 
trying to judge the time of day by the sun using a sundial. 
In the end, we have all learned to adapt, although it may 
take a week to adjust to the time change in the spring. 

So, what does all this have to do with anything from 
the Bible or our Christian faith? In Genesis 1 it says, “And 
God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule 
the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 
stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to 
give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And 
God saw that it was good.” God is the one who governs the 
day and the night with His created means of the sun and 
the moon. The Bible also says, “My times are in your hand 
(Ps. 31:15).” And also, “Remember how short my time is 
(Ps. 89:47)!” Regardless of whether we rise early or stay up 
late, our time is a gift from God. All the time we have 
comes from Him. The question is, how will you use the 
time the Lord has given you? Every day we make choices on 
the use of our time. I appreciate you taking the time to 
read this epistle. What will you do with the rest of your 
time today? How about tomorrow? What about the rest of 

the time the Lord will give you? What happens in time 
affects eternity. 


