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In the Gospel reading this morning we observe, what 

would seem, an uncharacteristic Jesus driving out sheep 
and oxen and money changers from the Temple with a 
whip He fashioned with cords. The scene must have been 
one of chaos and astonishment. Jesus’ explanation was 
that they had made His Father’s house a place of trade. He 
then quotes Ps. 69:9, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me.”   

What does it mean to have a zeal for the Lord’s house? 
Jesus’ concern seemed to be connected to the activities 
that were taking place in the Lord’s house. His concern was 
about purpose. The Lord’s house is a place of interaction 
with God. In the Old Testament it was a place of sacrifice 
and prayer. Today the focus is still on sacrifice and prayer. 
However, the sacrifice was the once and for sacrifice made 
by Christ. No more sacrifices are necessary. What happens 
instead, in the Lord’s house, is that the benefits of Christ’s 
sacrifice are given. In the Lord’s house, through the 
preaching and reading of the Word and the administration 
of the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the 
gifts of Christ’s sacrifice—forgiveness, life and salvation—
are given to those gathered. The Lord’s house is primarily 
the place where we come to receive these gifts. 

It is no wonder that the faithful Christian will have a 
zeal for the Lord’s house; so many blessings are distributed 
there. However, for some, these gifts have become 
unimportant or irrelevant. Maybe they are useful 
occasionally, but it is hard to describe this attitude as zeal. 

But more is missed than the gifts given by Christ. When 
a person doesn’t go to church the connection to the Body 
of Christ is weakened. In his little book, Connected to 
Christ, Peter Speckhard makes an interesting observation. 
“When you decide to skip church, you aren’t only deciding 
for yourself that you can do without Word and Sacrament 
ministry and the mutual consolation of the brethren for an 
entire week. You’re also unilaterally declaring that 
everyone else can do just fine without you there.” (p. 65-
66) In other words, your presence in the Lord’s house is 
important, not only for what you can get, but also for what 
you can give. Your very presence is encouraging and 
important to others. Just being there is a witness to your 
faith and commitment to the Lord and His house. 

May your attitude be the same as that of Jesus—one 
that is consumed by a zeal for the Lord’s house! 


