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“What are people saying about me?” This is the kind of 
questions you may hear from a Jr. or Sr. High School 
student. Young people are very self-conscious about what 
people think about them. They want to fit in, they want to 
be accepted. The older a person gets the more secure they 
become. It is not that they don’t care what people think, it 
is just that they are comfortable with who they are and 
likely, they aren’t going to change much. 

Why would Jesus ask the question, “Who do men say 
that I am?” He certainly was not in Jr. or Sr. High. He 
wasn’t at all insecure in who He was. Why did He care 
what other people thought about Him? Well, it wasn’t His 
ego or self-worth He was concerned about. It was that of 
others. In the end, it doesn’t matter what you think about 
other people or even about yourself. The most important 
questions for any of us is, “What do you think of Jesus?” 

In today’s Gospel reading the disciples point out a 
certain amount of confusion from Jesus’ contemporaries. 
Some thought He might be Elijah, returned from the dead. 
Some thought maybe another prophet. Not mentioned, but 
many of the religious establishment thought He was an 
imposter, a messiah pretender or wan-a-be. Then, Jesus 
looked at His disciples and said, “What about you, who do 
you say I am?” 

This is a very personal question. It has to do with one’s 
faith and relationship with Jesus. What is important is what 
do you think about Jesus. As confused as Peter could be at 
times, his answer to this question was spot on. “You are 
the Christ.” Peter was confessing Jesus to be the promised 
Savior; the Anointed One they had been waiting for. 

This must also be our confession, Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, the Savior of the world, indeed, our Lord. 
Why is this so important? Peter would later say under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, “And there is salvation in no 
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved (Ac. 4:12).” To 
know Jesus is to be saved and have eternal life. Like the 
disciples, the more time we spend with Jesus, the better 
we get to know Him. It is God Himself who convinces us of 
the truth. Jesus says in Matthew’s Gospel, “flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 
heaven (16:17).” This confession is the foundation of the 
church, of our faith, of our life and of our eternity. I guess, 
it is a pretty important question. 


