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In chapter one of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 

he draws a contrast between the two types of people in 
this world – those who are perishing and those who are 
being saved; those who consider the cross folly and those 
who consider it the power of God.  Paul writes, For the 
word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. (1 Cor. 
1:18) The cross of Jesus is the dividing point between the 
people of this world. 

The people of the world believe it is foolishness to 
make such distinctions. Especially in the area of religion, it 
is politically correct to suggest that all religions are 
basically the same. The world’s thinking says that all 
religions lead to the same place and it doesn’t matter what 
you believe as long as you are sincere or live by your 
convictions. This manner of thinking is work righteous and 
humanistic. It puts one’s salvation and relationship with 
God in the hands of man. This is the way natural man 
thinks. It is why the cross is foolishness; because God’s way 
does not make sense. 

Only God would devise a way of salvation by a cross. 
More incomprehensible than salvation by a cross is the 
sacrifice of God’s own Son on the cross. To go even 
further, the death of God’s Son on the cross was for us and 
the blessings are given as a gift. All of this is foolishness to 
people who think they should or can contribute toward 
their salvation. But to those who know Jesus as their Savior 
the cross is the most beautiful and powerful thing there is. 

This is why Paul says, For the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men. (1 Cor. 1:25) God has done what the wisdom of man 
could never accomplish. That we believe in Christ and 
receive salvation is testimony of the power the cross. Of 
ourselves we would devise a way of salvation based on the 
work or merit of man. Sadly this would always lead to 
disaster. But since the way of salvation was devised by God 
and also accomplished by Him we preach Christ crucified … 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. (1 Cor. 1:23-24) 

 

 


