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Today in our service we are going to do something that 

I am not sure we have ever done at Trinity. We are 
installing a deacon. Yes, a deacon – Scott Kizer. This is an 
exciting day for Scott and his family and also for Trinity. 

In our Michigan District of the LCMS, a Certified Deacon 
is a person who has completed 13 courses of study offered 
by the Deacon/Pre-SMP, Ministry Assistant Training 
Program of the District. The courses of study include: Old 
Testament Survey, New Testament Survey, Leadership, 
Teaching the Faith, Doctrine I, Doctrine II, Homiletics, 
Biblical Greek, Lutheran Worship, Christian Caregiving, 
Office of the Ministry, Church History and Outreach. This 
comprehensive program of study prepares men to assist the 
pastor of a congregation in a variety of capacities, 
including Word and Sacrament ministry. 

Scott’s primary responsibilities will be in the area of 
visitation to the homebound, to assist me in ministering to 
the many elderly of our congregation. He will also be 
involved in leading a small group Bible study and assisting 
in ministry where needed. Scott has office space in the 
Ministry Center and is part of our Ministry Leadership 
Team. Please read Scott’s biography on the bulletin insert. 

We are grateful that Rev. Dr. Robert Schultz, the Dean 
of Instruction for the Deacon Training program of the 
Michigan District, is our guest preacher this morning. He is 
here to support and encourage Scott and to commend 
Trinity for their acceptance of deacon ministry in our 
congregation. 

The office of deacon is mentioned in the Scriptures in 
Philippians 1 and 1 Timothy 3. In these passages they are 
mentioned along with overseers (pastors) and their 
spiritual qualifications are similar. In many places in our 
Synod, deacons serve congregations where there are no 
residential pastors available, because of location or size of 
congregation. In all cases, they work under the supervision 
of an ordained pastor. However, because the Word and 
Sacraments derive their power and efficacy from God, they 
are just as valid in the hands of a deacon as in the hands of 
an ordained pastor. 

We are thankful that Scott has chosen to serve his 
church as a deacon in his retirement from secular 
employment. We recognize that God has given him gifts for 
service in the church. Please welcome him and his ministry 
and keep him in your prayers. 

 


