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One of the first things Jesus did when He began His 
earthly ministry is recruit disciples. In today’s Gospel 
reading we hear about Andrew and Peter, Philip and 
Nathanael. Although Andrew and Peter are only mentioned 
the focus of this text is on Philip and Nathanael. Notice, 
Jesus recruits Philip and then Philip recruits Nathanael. 
Not all Jesus’ disciples are recruited directly by Him. 

This is the way it is today. Jesus calls all of us to be His 
disciples, followers and learners of Him. However, He does 
this through current disciples. Just as Philip invited 
Nathanael to “come and see” Jesus, we also are to invite 
people to come and see Jesus. The mission and ministry of 
Jesus continues today as the church introduces more and 
more people to Him. Exponential growth of the kingdom 
occurs when everyone sees it as their responsibility to 
recruit others to be disciples, as they are. Imagine what 
would happen at Trinity if every active member made it 
their 2018 goal to recruit at least one other person to 
become part of the worshiping, serving community of 
believers at Trinity. The whole dynamic of the 
congregation would change in one year. At this time next 
year our Sunday morning attendance would have doubled 
and those actively involved in the church would have also 
increased. Our volunteer workforce would be able to make 
a huge impact in our community. 

You might argue that this it totally unrealistic, even 
impossible. I don’t think so! If we are disciples of Jesus we 
are people who follow Him, that is, do what He does, and 
learners of His, that is, we receive instruction from Him. 
This Gospel text demonstrates how this works. Jesus 
recruited Philip and Philip, imitating Jesus, recruited 
Nathanael. We would assume that Nathanael did the same 
thing. As this domino effect continued it reached you, who 
are now a disciple of Jesus. I think we can do this! 

Begin now by committing to talking to someone about 
Jesus. Identify someone you know who does not attend 
church and invite them to come with you to “come and 
see.” Think about those things which are getting in your 
way of recruiting disciples for Jesus and then do something 
about it. Do you feel ill equipped and not biblically 
knowledgeable enough? Get involved in a Bible study. Are 
you too anxious or shy to talk about faith or invite to 
church? Break it down into smaller portions and begin by 
saying, “God bless you!” Do you lack motivation and drive? 
Pray that God’s Spirit would move you. We can do this! 


