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Today is Epiphany Sunday, often celebrated on the first 
Sunday after Epiphany, which is January 6. The traditional 
Gospel reading for this day is the visit of the Magi from 
Matthew chapter 2. In many ways it is a good way to begin 
a new year. Consider the following connections. 

First of all, think about the function of the star that 
led the Magi to Bethlehem and to the newborn Savior. This 
star was God’s revelation, it was put in the sky for the 
purpose of leading these men to Jesus. We do not follow 
the stars, unless you are using old-fashioned navigational 
techniques. However, we are led by God’s revelation, 
which we find in the Scriptures. Isn’t that a great way to 
approach a new year? Consider letting the Scriptures guide 
and direct your thinking, decision making and actions 
throughout the year. Make it a habit to read some of the 
Bible every day. How about using the Portals of Prayer, an 
excellent devotional booklet given out at Trinity. Maybe 
you would want to use a Bible reading plan or app 
downloaded on your cell phone. I recommend YouVersion; 
it is easy and free to download and use, and there are 
many Bible reading plans available through it. When you 
study the Scriptures you never know what you will find and 
how helpful they can be in guiding you. The Magi didn’t 
just wake up one day and decide to follow the star; they 
had been studying the Scriptures and the stars, when they 
discovered the star and the prophecy. 

In addition, consider why the Magi went to all the 
expense, time, trouble and risk to follow the star. They 
wanted to worship the newborn King of the Jews. When 
they found Jesus they bowed down and worshiped Him, 
presenting Him their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
What effort are we willing to expend to worship Jesus? Will 
you make church attendance part of your weekly routine? 
Will you set aside other activities so that you can be in His 
presence and receive His blessing? What gifts can you 
present to Him? Although the currency has changed since 
the days of the Magi, our gifts given to Jesus are still 
important for our worship. They represent our gratitude 
and faith. Maybe 2018 is the year you seriously look at your 
giving and strive to imitate the Magi. 

Finally, Epiphany carries with it the theme of revealing 
the salvation of God to the Gentiles. The Magi were 
Gentiles, after all, as are we. Reaching out to the world 
with the message of Christ is our mission as a congregation. 
How can we do better in 2018? The answer is – YOU! 


