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If you are anything like me you love Christmas music, 
especially Christmas hymns. Like many of you, I have been 
singing them since childhood, when I was part of the school 
Christmas program at St. Paul Lutheran School. By the time 
the Christmas Program came on Christmas Eve a student 
would have practiced those hymns so many times that it 
would be stuck in your head. 

One of the favorite hymns is What Child is This, 
written by William C. Dix in 1865. Because this hymn had 
been imprinted in my mind, I was surprised to hear the 
modern rendition so popular on the radio. The tune is 
essentially the same and most of the words on the radio 
can be found in the hymnal, with one significant exception. 
In the modern revision stanza 2 is omitted. However, 
without stanza 2 this hymn is only a sentimental lullaby 
that missed the whole point of who this Child is and why 
He was born. Meditate on this hymn and see if you would 
agree. The entire hymn, as found in LSB 370, is below. 

 
1. What Child is this who, laid to rest 

On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom Angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and Angels sing; 
Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 
2. Why lies He in such mean estate, 

Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christians, fear, for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you. 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 
3. So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, 

Come peasant, king to own Him; 
The King of kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise a song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby. 
Joy, joy for Christ is born, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 
 
 


