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What would you think if you saw someone dressed like 
John the Baptist today? Maybe while at the shopping mall, 
a man dressed in camel’s hair with a leather belt around 
his waist, could be heard preaching about repentance and 
the kingdom of God. Maybe he would invite you to sit down 
with him for a lunch of locust and wild honey. I imagine he 
would have a long beard and hair that is a bit disheveled. 
Likely, he would also smell rather earthy, from spending 
time in the desert and travelling about in sandals. Now, to 
us he would be quite a sight. To the people of his day, he 
may not look quite as strange, but he would stand out. 

My guess is, our first reaction to John the Baptist would 
be of amusement and curiosity. We would wonder if maybe 
he was a bit off, if not dangerous. We might take our 
children’s hands and quickly walk the other way. It is 
unlikely that we would want to stand around and listen to 
what he had to say. More than the sight of him, we would 
probably object to his message. After all, no one likes to 
hear that they should repent. No one likes to be exposed as 
a hypocrite and a sinner. Yet, this is exactly what John the 
Baptist was doing with the people and the religious 
establishment in particular. “You brood of vipers, who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” “The ax is 
already at the root of the tree, ready to bring it down and 
cast it into the fire.” 

What if my preaching today was just as pointed as 
John’s? What if I called you out from the pulpit and named 
your specific sins? What if I exposed your hypocrisy to your 
fellow church goers? I suspect that we would have fewer 
people in attendance week by week. Let’s face it, none of 
us like to face up to our specific sins or be held 
accountable for our failings. We prefer generic preaching 
of the law, which we can apply to other people, while 
easily dodging the blows ourselves. But if we aren’t hearing 
and applying the words of warning and repentance to our 
own lives personally, are we really hearing the Word? 

Advent is a time of repentance and preparation for the 
visitation of Christ. He who came as an infant, will also 
come as our Judge. John’s message didn’t stop with fire 
and brimstone. He also declared, “Behold the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world.” The one who comes 
as our Judge is also the One who came to save us. This He 
did as the Lamb of sacrifice on the cross in payment of the 
world’s sins. So, listen to the Baptists, both to his words of 
repentance and his words of hope. 


