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This is Thanksgiving weekend and I am sure that many 
of you have or will spend time with family. In fact, as you 
read this, I am with my dad, brother and sister and their 
families and all my children and their families. Depending 
on who is included, this gathering could be between 30 – 50 
people. My dad has 14 grandchildren and 23 great-
grandchildren. I am sure that many of your families are 
just like that. One of the greatest blessings that God gives 
us is our family – parents and grandparents, children and 
grandchildren, brothers and sister, husbands and wives. 
This time of year is a great time to thank God for those 
family blessings. 

St. Paul understood that people are blessings from 
God. In 1 Corinthians Paul writes, “I give thanks to my God 
always for you because of the grace of God that was given 
you in Christ Jesus.” Paul says, “I give thanks to my God 
for you.” Wouldn’t it be good if we spoke those words also 
to the people we know? Keep in mind that Paul goes on in 
this epistle to rebuke these same people for the divisions 
between them and numerous other problems that existed 
in their church. People are a blessing, but they are not 
perfect. 

There is an old Irish ditty that goes, 
 
To dwell above with saints we love, 
That will be grace and glory. 
To live below with saints we know; 
Now, that’s another story! 
 
Despite the weaknesses and irritations of the 

Corinthian Christians, they were saints, holy people of 
God. We do well to remember this when we are dealing 
with others, sometimes family members, who are a 
challenge to us. They may be difficult to be with, but they 
are a blessing from God. This is true, even of people we 
may not like. The clerk at the store who checks us out, the 
mechanic at the garage who works on our car, the postman 
who delivers our mail, the nurse who attends to our needs, 
or the insurance agent writing our policy; are all blessings 
from God, who are helping us in some special way. 

Even as Christ has forgiven us all our faults and failings 
and accepts us as we are, we can do the same of the 
people in our lives. What a wonderful opportunity we have 
to bear witness to the love of God, by thanking the people 
in our lives for being a blessing from God. 


