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 Today we observe All Saint’s Sunday, the Sunday 
following All Saint’s Day (Nov. 1). Since the Reformation this 
celebration has taken on a different emphasis. No longer do 
we hold to the doctrine of supererogation, which was 
common in the middle ages and is still taught today in some 
churches. This is the doctrine that claims the saints who 
lived meritorious lives here on earth had extra merit that 
could be drawn upon by the rest of us in time of need. The 
Latin word for supererogation means to perform works 
beyond or above what is required. This teaching was 
related to the selling of indulgences in Luther’s day. The 
supererogatory merit of saints, that had been canonized, 
could be purchased from the church in the form of an 
indulgence to pay for sins committed or to assist a dead 
relative shorten their time in purgatory. Celebrating the 
lives of the saints was a way to acknowledge their 
contribution to the treasury of merit (also called treasury of 
the Church), available to others. 

Luther, on the other hand, did not find any biblical 
foundation for the doctrines of supererogation, 
indulgences, treasury of merit or canonization of the saints. 
For him, and Lutherans still today, all merit is in Jesus Christ 
alone. It was Christ’s obedience under the Law and His 
sacrifice on the cross that makes us right with God. By faith, 
we are only unworthy recipients of Christ’s infinite grace 
and merit. Lutherans would rather use the term “saints” 
(holy ones) the way the Bible does; that is, all who have 
faith in Christ and are holy before God because of what 
Christ has done. By this biblical definition, we are all saints, 
who have faith in Christ Jesus. Today, we commemorate 
the faithful departed, not because they were holier or more 
righteous than any others, but because they were 
redeemed by the blood of Christ and are now before the 
throne of God, where there is no sin, sickness or death. 

Today we celebrate the gift that we are to each other, 
fellow saints in the church militant. We strive together to 
remain faithful unto death. We pray for and support one 
another as we cling to Christ and His Word. Together, saints 
above and saints below, we are the communion of saints! 

 
 


