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I would like to extend a warm appreciation to all of 
you who are participating in the Elder’s reconciliation 
effort with Pastor Koehneke. Many signatures were 
collected last week on the forms entitled, An Evangelical 
Statement of Reconciliation. These forms are available this 
morning in the Narthex and the Welcome Center, for 
signatures of those who did not have the opportunity last 
week. This coming week representatives of the 
congregation will deliver them, in person, to Pastor 
Koehneke. 

Your evangelical and gracious spirit reminds me of 
Paul’s words to the Philippians: 3 I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for 
you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ. (Phil. 1) Together we are partners in the Gospel. As 
the people of God we have the joyous privilege of sharing 
the good news of forgiveness and salvation with the people 
in our lives. This “evangelizing,” sharing the good news, 
occurs whenever we reflect the love of Christ in our words 
and actions. As the body of Christ we are the incarnation of 
His work in the world. He uses us to feed the hungry, care 
for the sick, help the poor and needy, comfort the grieving 
and speak words of hope and forgiveness to the hurting and 
downtrodden. In this case, we are the ones to bring words 
of reconciliation to a man and his family who are need of 
the encouragement that comes from the cross of Christ. 

I believe that the Lord, who has begun this good work 
in us, will also bring it to completion. What that looks like, 
only the Lord knows. One of the wonderful benefits of 
offering forgiveness is the release that comes to the 
forgiver. When one harbors un-forgiveness or resentment 
or hatred or ill-will of any kind, it is like carrying a heavy 
load on one’s back. When forgiveness is granted and 
negative feelings let go, there is a release that happens. 
The load is lightened and the burden lifted. It has been 
said that resentment does no harm to the other person, 
only to the one who harbors the ill-will. 

By the grace of God and the cross of Jesus, all sin – 
committed by us or committed against us – is forgiven. It is 
nailed to the cross, buried in the tomb, drowned in the sea 
and removed from us as far as the east is from the west. 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

 


