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One of the great themes of the Christian faith is 

reconciliation.  Paul writes to the Corinthians, “All this is 
from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God 
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message 
of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18-19).” Reconciliation involves 
removing the barrier that separates two parties, thereby 
bringing them together. In the case of reconciliation 
between God and man, the barrier is our sin, our 
trespasses. This has been removed by Christ through His 
death on the cross, where He paid the price. As Paul says 
in this same section of Scripture, “For our sake he made 
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God (2 Cor. 5. 21).” 

It is noteworthy that the reconciliation between God 
and man was initiated and carried out by God. This He did 
while we were still sinners (Rom. 5:8). Our reconciliation 
with God is good news, because we could not have 
achieved it without Him. Without Christ we would only 
become more alienated from God. However, there are 
many who live without an awareness of this reconciliation. 
They live in separation from God, only because they either 
do not know or believe that they have been reconciled to 
God. This is why we have been give the ministry of 
reconciliation. We have been entrusted with the message 
of reconciliation. Paul urges us, “Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God 
(20).” 

In the Old Testament, during a Jubilee year, old debts 
were forgiven and prisoners were set free. This was an 
expression of reconciliation between two parties. In the 
spirit of our third Jubilee, the Elders of Trinity are urging 
our congregation to reconcile with a former pastor. They 
are encouraging us, as a congregation, to extend the hand 
of Christian fellowship and reconciliation. Therefore, we 
will be addressing this topic next Sunday in the sermon. We 
will also be making available a statement of reconciliation 
for our members to sign. This statement will be delivered 
with our prayer that old wounds might be healed and a 
spirit of hope established. Please see the bulletin insert on 
this topic and pray for a spirit of reconciliation. 


