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 Today we are recognizing the faithful service of long-
time teacher and minister of the Gospel, Mr. Tim Ernst. 
After serving 42 years in the teaching ministry, 29 years at 
Trinity, Tim will be retiring. Tim and Cindy will be staying 
in our community after retirement and will remain active 
at Trinity. What a blessing from God Tim has been to our 
congregation and school! We thank God for his faith, his 
enthusiasm, his dedication, and his skills. Tim is a master 
teacher because, he not only knows the subjects of math 
and science, he also knows how to reach students with an 
infectious desire to learn. Over the years, I have been 
most impressed by the way Tim exhibits his faith and 
shares it with the students of our school. He is a faithful 
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We will miss him in 
the school. 

 Today is also Pentecost on the church calendar and 
we acknowledge the giving of the Holy Spirit. As the 
followers of Jesus were filled with the Holy Spirit they 
were able to do amazing things and speak with great 
boldness about the blessings of God. When we think of 
Tim’s faith and his ministry we have to acknowledge the 
gift of the Holy Spirit which he received in baptism. 
Through his own Lutheran school education his faith was 
nurtured and the Spirit continued to do His work. Also, 
through the years, with faithful worship and time in the 
Word, Tim was strengthened in his faith and used by the 
Spirit for His good purposes. 

One does not need to be a professional church worker, 
a pastor or teacher, to be used by God’s Spirit for His good 
purposes. Whatever your vocation, you are called to live 
your Christian life in faith and service to God and your 
neighbor. If we struggle to find ways to serve or to have 
the motivation to do so, it could be that we are not letting 
the Spirit do His work in us, through the Word. Pentecost 
may have been a one-time event in the history of the 
church, but the Spirit’s work is ongoing. The Lord promises 
that the Spirit will work through the Word. When we allow 
the Holy Spirit to work in us, we are more loving to our 
family and friends. We are more compassionate toward 
those in need. We are more dedicated and loyal as 
employees or understanding as employers. We are better 
citizens and stewards of the earth. Generally, when the 
Spirit is at work in us He will use us to accomplish His good 
purposes. We thank God for His Spirit, as He has and 
continues to work in Tim and in all of you. 


