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 This is Memorial Day weekend, originally called Decoration 
Day. Many of you may be planning a visit to the cemetery to 
decorate the graves of your parents, grandparents, spouse or 
other family members. Those who have served and given their 
lives in military combat are particularly remembered on 
Memorial Day. 

The origin of Decoration Day was in 1868, 3 years after the 
conclusion of the Civil War. Coincidentally, it was one year after 
the founding of Trinity Lutheran Church and School. According to 
the official Memorial Day website: “Memorial Day was borne out 
of the Civil War and a desire to honor our dead. It was officially 
proclaimed on 5 May 1868 by General John Logan, national 
commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, in his General 
Order No. 11. ‘The 30th of May, 1868, is designated for the 
purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating the 
graves of comrades who died in defense of their country during 
the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, 
village and hamlet churchyard in the land,’ he proclaimed. The 
date of Decoration Day, as he called it, was chosen because it 
wasn’t the anniversary of any particular battle. 

“On the first Decoration Day, General James Garfield made a 
speech at Arlington National Cemetery, and 5,000 participants 
decorated the graves of the 20,000 Union and Confederate 
soldiers buried there.” 

Earlier this month I had the opportunity to go on the 7th & 8th 
grade class trip to Washington D.C. We visited both Gettysburg 
National Military Park and Arlington National Cemetery. While in 
Gettysburg I was amazed to learn that 
approximately 620,000 soldiers died from combat, accident, 
starvation, and disease during the Civil War. These were all 
Americans from the North and the South who gave their lives for 
the sake of their nation and the betterment of the lives of 
others. The Arlington National Cemetery contains the remains of 
over 400,000 military men and women buried since the 1860s. 
The row after row of uniform markets is breathtaking.  

In addition, we visited the National World War II Memorial, 
the Korean War Veterans Memorial and the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. One cannot but think of those who gave their lives for 
the freedoms we enjoy. But one memorial stands above all 
others – the cross of Jesus, who gave His life that we would have 
the ultimate freedom, from sin and death. Thank God for those 
who gave their lives for our freedom and for the One that gave 
His life that we might live! 
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