
+ Pastoral + Epistle + 
Rev. Michael J. Roth Vol. 9, No. 21 

  
This coming Thursday is The Ascension of our Lord, on 

the church calendar. It falls 40 days after Easter. We will 
celebrate this fest on Wednesday evening at 6:30 during 
our midweek service. Numerous choirs from the school and 
congregation will add music and celebration to this 
festival day. We invite you to join us. 

Although Ascension does not command the attention 
as does Christmas and Easter, it is important to our faith 
and understanding of Jesus’ work for our salvation. In the 
Apostles’ Creed we confess, “He ascended into heaven and 
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and dead.” Being 
seated at the right hand of God indicates that Jesus is also 
God, who has successfully accomplished all He came to do. 
He achieved our salvation through His sacrificial death on 
the cross and His victorious resurrection from the dead. 

In John’s Gospel Jesus say, 2 In my Father's house are 
many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I 
go to prepare a place for you?  (14:2) Having prepared a 
place for us in heaven, Jesus only needs to return on the 
Last Day to bring to completion God’s divine rescue plan 
for man. To celebrate the ascension of Jesus into heaven 
is to acknowledge His rightful place as the victorious king 
who rules all things. 

Paul writes to the Ephesians, he put all things under 
his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 
church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all. (1:22-23) The ascended and victorious Lord 
is the head, the ruler, of all things for the benefit of His 
church. This means that this world is in His hands and He 
governs it with the purpose of bringing more and more 
people into His kingdom. The Lord of the universe is on 
the side of the church. Despite our struggles and the 
seemingly upper hand Satan has, Christ is head of all 
things and He will prevail. 

Ascension means we can trust in the Lord’s promise, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, that where I 
am you may be also. (Jn. 14:3) This is a most wonderful 
promise; we will be eternally in heaven with Jesus and all 
the saints who have gone before and will follow, because 
He commands the world from the vantage point of the 
right hand of God Almighty. 


