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Today we begin a Jubilee of Joy, namely our 150th 
anniversary year at Trinity. With this theme we plan to 
celebrate 150 years of God’s goodness and grace, which 
He has showered down upon our congregation. In much the 
same way that we might look back and reflect on the year 
2016, we will also remember the past years of blessings 
given to our community of believers in St. Joseph. 
Likewise, as we might plan to look ahead into 2017 and 
make some New Year’s resolution we would also like to 
use our third jubilee year to look ahead into the 
challenges the Lord has for the years of mission an 
ministry ahead of us. 

The biblical text that is foundational to our 
celebration is Psalm 100. Verse 5 says, “For the Lord is 
good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his 
faithfulness to all generations.” The emphasis I would like 
to make, as we begin the new year of 2017 is the 
faithfulness of the Lord to all generations. We know He 
has been faithful to past generations. This is evident in the 
working of the Gospel in the hearts and lives of people at 
Trinity for 150 years. It is certainly true, not just to our 
family of believers, but for all His people extending back 
to creation. But, as He has been faithful in the past, He 
will also be faithful in the future. It is our present and the 
future generations that should command our attention. 

The questions is, how would God have us address the 
present generation with the life giving message of His 
Word? Likewise, what plans should we be making to 
position ourselves to communicate this precious Gospel to 
the next generation? These are questions I would like to 
have a great deal of discussion around in the weeks and 
months ahead. Maybe you have some ideas already. Please 
share your thoughts with me. The fact of the matter is, 
the world around us continues to change, even though the 
saving message of Scripture does not. Our challenge is to 
convey this timeless Gospel to a changing world. This is 
not an easy task. However, we are not in this alone. Our 
good and gracious God is faithful, and He will bless our 
efforts today as He has in the past.  

Our congregational fathers had no idea how much God 
would bless their efforts in the next 150 years. We cannot 
imagine how God will bless us in the years ahead. The one 
thing they knew in the past and that we know still today 
is, “the Lord is good and His steadfast love endures 
forever.” 


