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There are more and more lights on display the closer 

we get to Christmas. The Bluff is now lit, there are lights 
in our church and outside the Ministry Center and maybe 
even on your house. The interesting thing about outdoor 
Christmas lights is that they are meant to be shared with 
any and all who pass by. If you don’t want others to enjoy 
your Christmas decorations you would only put them on 
the inside of your house. But as you know, decorations 
have moved out into the public for all to enjoy. 

My question is, why? Why do we want others to see our 
Christmas celebrations? Why do we want others to know 
we have the Christmas spirit? I hope that it is because of 
the Good News that Christmas has to proclaim. A favorite 
Christmas carol includes the refrain: 

Go, tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
Go, tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 

Christmas lights are the modern equivalent of telling it 
on the mountain. The display one makes with holiday 
lighting says something about one’s priorities. Although 
holiday lights, as on the Bluff, are beautiful and fun to 
look at, do they proclaim “That Jesus Christ is born”? I do 
not intend to be critical of anyone’s holiday lights, but I 
would suggest Christmas lights should have something to 
do with Christ. 

Then again, maybe lights are not the best way to tell 
it on the mountains. With so many holiday lights on display 
maybe the message of the Savior’s birth can get lost. 
Maybe those who drive by have seen so many Christmas 
lights in the past that the message of Christ’s birth does 
not even register. Maybe we need to do more. 

Putting out more lights is not really the answer. Isaiah 
42 says,  

Let the desert and its cities lift up their voice, 
    the villages that Kedar inhabits; 
let the habitants of Sela sing for joy, 
    let them shout from the top of the mountains. 
12 Let them give glory to the Lord. 

I would encourage you to use your voices. Speak Good 
News to your neighbors and friends. Invite them to join 
you at church for Christmas worship. Look your neighbor in 
the eye when you say, “Jesus Christ is born!” 


