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  With the weather being as warm as it has been it is 
easy to forget that it is December. But as you look around 
and see the Christmas lights, turn on the radio and hear 
the Christmas music, open the newspaper to the shopping 
advertisements and generally get out of bed in the 
morning, there is no escaping the fact that Christmas is 
coming. What does that phrase, “Christmas is coming,” 
mean to you? If you think about it, it is an odd expression. 
If you think of Christmas as the birth of Christ the Savior, 
it is not coming, it has already come. Maybe you are 
thinking of “Christ-mass”, that is the celebration of the 
incarnation in a worship service of Holy Communion 
(mass). That would make more sense. Then you would be 
right, the celebration of Christ’s birth in a Christ-mass, is 
coming December 24 and 25.  

I suspect most of us think of “Christmas is coming” as 
a long list of to-dos. We need to decorate the house, shop 
for presents, bake Christmas cookies, send Christmas 
cards, put up the Christmas tree, invite guests to our 
Christmas party, etc. Or maybe you think of the nursery 
rhyme: 

Christmas is coming, the geese are getting fat 
Please do put a penny in the old man's hat 
If you haven't got a penny, a ha'penny will do 
If you haven't got a ha'penny, then God bless you! 
This nursery rhyme focuses on the desire to help out 

the less fortunate at this time of year; certainly there are 
many in need and many with their hand out. I don’t know 
who is less fortunate the old man, the one without a 
penny or a ha’penny (1/2 cent) or the goose, fattened for 
slaughter. I am willing to bet, most of us have more than a 
penny and wonder how far we can stretch what we have 
during this busy and expensive time of year. 

The day after Thanksgiving, when the people are 
getting fat, the merchants promote Black Friday. This is 
the day, supposedly, when they start to make their profits 
and run in the black. The unfortunate reality of our 
Christmas observances is the loss of focus. For many it is 
about economics. How can we cash in on the Baby Jesus? 
How much will it cost me to give presents this year? Does 
the old man still have an empty hat? Fortunately, Jesus 
did not count the cost. He came into our world to give us 
His everything and it cost Him His life. Because of Him we 
are rich in grace and salvation. Now that is worth 
celebrating! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halfpenny_(British_pre-decimal_coin)

