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Today we celebrate All Saints’ Day. It is on the church 
calendar as November 1, but most often recognized on the 
Sunday following the actual day. In some traditions the 
saints who are the great biblical heroes of the faith are 
recognized, like Abraham, Moses, David, Paul, Peter, John 
and Matthew. Sometimes early church fathers are included 
in the list, like Augustine, Jerome, Justin Martyr, 
Chrysostom, and Lawrence. In the Lutheran Church we 
might include Luther, Bach Loehe, and Walther. You might 
want to consult the Feasts and Festivals on page xi of the 
hymnal or the Commemorations on page xii and xiii of the 
hymnal. These are saint of whom churches are named 
after and special days on the calendar are given. Their 
bold confession of the faith is held before us as an 
example for us to follow and a demonstration of the 
Spirit’s working in the church through the centuries. We 
commemorate the saints because they point us to the 
grace of God in Christ Jesus. The writer to the Hebrews 
writes: 

 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by 

so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before 
us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the 
right hand of the throne of God (Heb. 
12:1-3). 

 
But what about that person sitting next to you in 

church. What about your parents or grandparents, your 
husband or wife, your friends and neighbors? These people 
may also be saints. As the Bible describes a saint as those 
who have been made holy by the blood of Christ, even you 
are considered a saint in the eyes of God. All who put 
their hope and faith in Jesus are saints, holy ones, before 
God. 

Today we commemorate the faithful departed from 
Trinity this past year. We also recognize you, the living 
saints, who serve God in your life and your neighbor 
through your works of love and bold confession of the 
faith. Blessed All Saints’ Day to you! 


