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In the Epistle reading for today Paul says, 

“But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we 
brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take 
anything out of the world. But if we have food and 
clothing, with these we will be content (1 Tm. 6:6-7).” 
Contentment is great gain. This is a truth, but it is so hard 
to come by. We live in a market economy which is 
dependent on people wanting things. When people want 
things they usually figure out a way to get them. Maybe 
they sacrifice in other areas or maybe they work two jobs. 
Marketers and advertisers work with the assumption that 
people are discontent and if they aren’t they try to create 
it. In fact, through advertising we discover we “need” 
things we didn’t even know existed. If we are discontent 
with what we have we will make every effort to get what 
we do not have. 

The following story illustrates the irony of this peculiar 
situation. 

Philip Parham tells the story of a rich industrialist who 
was disturbed to find a fisherman sitting lazily beside his 
boat. "Why aren't you out there fishing?" he asked. 

"Because I've caught enough fish for today," said the 
fisherman.  
"Why don't you catch more fish than you need?' the rich 
man asked. 
"What would I do with them?" 

"You could earn more money," came the impatient 
reply, "and buy a better boat so you could go deeper and 
catch more fish. You could purchase nylon nets, catch 
even more fish, and make more money. Soon you'd have a 
fleet of boats and be rich like me." 

The fisherman asked, "Then what would I do?"  
"You could sit down and enjoy life," said the industrialist.  
"What do you think I'm doing now?" the fisherman replied 
as he looked placidly out to sea. (Our Daily Bread, May 
18, 1994.) 

All that we have is a blessing from God, who measures 
out to us what He knows we need and are able to manage. 
If we are discontent with what we have we are discontent 
with God. God has given us the riches of heaven through 
the grace and forgiveness we have in Christ. In addition 
He has given us family, friends, house, clothing, and on 
and on goes the list. We are rich and have all we need. 
With that we can be content. 


