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 Are you rested up? Did you have a relaxing summer? 
Did you have nice vacation? These may be some of the 
questions you get as your summer is drawing to a close. I 
do not know if it is intentional or coincidental that the end 
of the vacation season is celebrated as Labor Day.  In fact, 
labor is the last thing we want to do on the last day of 
summer when we have one last day before work, school 
and other fall routines begin.  We know how busy things 
are about to become and we need just a little more time 
to brace ourselves. So I hope that you have a restful and 
renewing weekend. 

There is no question, we enjoy rest and relaxation and, 
in fact, we need it. It is a good thing. But work is good also. 
When God created man He intended for him to work. It 
says in Genesis 2, “The Lord God took the man and put 
him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.” (vs. 15) 
So, in God’s perfect world work was not a negative thing. 
In a sense, work was not work. But that changed when 
man sinned and all of creation was cursed. In Genesis 3 it 
says, “Cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you 
shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it 
shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the 
field.  By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread.” (vss. 
17-19) Now, work can be work. 

In fact, work can seem meaningless. In Ecclesiastes 2 
Solomon writes about the vanity of toil and labor. He says, 
“I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that 
I must leave it to the man who will come after me, and 
who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will 
be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom 
under the sun. This also is vanity.” (vss. 18-19) So, what 
gives work meaning? If it is not to accumulate things with 
which to enjoy life, why do we work?  

Paul encourages in Eph 4, “Let the thief no longer 
steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his 
own hands, so that he may have something to share with 
anyone in need.” Work finds its meaning in the service it 
can provide to others. Paul also promises, “In the Lord 
your labor is not in vain.” (1 Cor. 15:58) 


