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While you are reading this Pastor Gerber, Sharon 

Warren and Scott Kizer are with 10 teenagers from Trinity 
attending the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans. 
Since they were commissioned last week, our prayers are 
with them now as they gather with about 25,000 other 
youth and adults. The theme for the 2016 LCMS Youth 
Gathering, “In Christ Alone,” is based on the Apostle 
Paul’s book to the Philippians. It connects to our Synod’s 
500th anniversary of the Reformation theme, Stand! The 
goal is to help young people take a stand in Christ alone. 
To reinforce this theme, the gathering will host many 
events both large and small. The participants will gather 
around God’s Word, with fellow brothers and sisters in 
Christ, to worship, study, learn and grow in Christ. For 
many at the Gathering it will be a transformative life 
experience. Please pray for the participants, especially 
those of Trinity. Also, many thanks to Pastor Gerber for his 
hard work and dedication to make this trip possible and to 
all of you who supported the youth in their fundraising 
efforts. 

As most of you know there was a tragic shooting at the 
courthouse in St. Joe this past week. It shocked and 
saddened thousands of people in our community. Although 
we hear about these things all around the country they are 
usually far removed from us. We learned this past week 
that we are not immune from the tragedies and 
brokenness of a fallen world. Unlike many who grieve and 
despair over these senseless acts of violence we know that 
there is hope in the One who endured unspeakable 
violence on the cross, in our place. Because of Jesus’ 
death on our behalf and His victorious resurrection, we are 
given the hope of everlasting life. We will be removed one 
day from this sinful world and taken to Paradise, the 
Promised Land of the Lord’s presence. Meanwhile, as we 
live in uncertain times in an uncertain world, we trust day 
by day in the mercies of God. Pray for peace and goodwill 
among people everywhere so that we may love our 
neighbor and be loved by him. 

Many thanks also to the Trinity staff who handled the 
lockdown superbly, gathered in prayer, spoke at the 
community walk, hosted a prayer service and blessed the 
community with Christian care. Especially do we thank 
Pastor Gerber for his quick response of pastoral care at 
the courthouse and Vicar Mullet’s trial by fire. 


