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 This past week was very busy at Trinity. We had 

120 or so children in our Vacation Bible School with 

many volunteers. It was an exciting time for the 

kids and much was learned. We also had the 

opportunity to host about 15 youth from 

Frankenmuth who were with us for a Michigan 

District Youth Servant Event. We spent most of our 

time in Benton Harbor engaged in projects to build 

relationships and share the love of Christ. 

On Wednesday when we were at the Benton 

Harbor Street Ministry on Empire we distributed 

fliers to the neighborhood inviting the children to 

join us for a Day Camp. We had games, crafts, food 

and the message about Jesus and His love. Again, it 

was an exciting time and good things were done. 

It was during the distribution of fliers in the 

neighborhood that a number of the youth and one 

of the adult leaders encountered a rather hostile 

resident. I saw the gathering on the street from a 

distance so I made my way to the discussion. This 

man had a lot of negative things to say about 

Christians. He thought we were hypocritical and had 

less than pure motives for being in his neighborhood 

with his people. Although I think he was way out in 

left field somewhere with his wild ideas and not at 

all willing to listen to another point of view, he did 

make a point worth considering. The point ways, 

“what are your motives? Why are you doing this?” 

This is a good question for all of us. Why do we 

spend the time, energy and money to reach out into 

our community? Why don’t we just mind our own 

business? If people want to hear what we have to 

say they will come to us. I suppose the best 

motivation comes from the Great Commission, 

where Jesus says:  “Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you.” (Matt. 28:19-20) 

First of all Jesus says, “Go.” That doesn’t give us 

the option of waiting around for them to come. The 

better question is not why, but how and where shall 

we go? If you have a thought please let me know. 

The love of Christ compels us, how and where is the 

question. 

 


