
Hey there! Pastor Gerber here again. Welcome back. 
 
Today we are continuing our discussion on baptism. Last time we learned what a sacrament is and 
how Lutherans define it. We learned that Baptism and Communion are the 2 sacraments in the 
Lutheran church. And then we briefly got into a discussion of baptism and what it is and how plain 
water can do such great things. 
 
Today, we are going to continue that talk of baptism and spend some time talking about why we 
baptize babies. 
 
So, let’s get into it! 
 
As you’re following along in your packet, you might want to open up to page 208 in your maroon 
catechism. Many of the answers to these questions, as well as the accompanying Bible verses can be 
found in your catechism. 
 
So, what does baptism offer us? Or, as your catechism asks, what benefits does baptism give? 
 
Baptism offers forgiveness of sins. Acts 2:38 says: Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 
 
Baptism also rescues us from death and the devil. Read Romans 6:3, 5 in your catechism on page 
209 or from you Bible. Press pause now. 
 
Finally, baptism gives eternal salvation. Mark 16:16 tells us that whoever believes and is baptized 
will be saved. Now, that’s not the end of that verse. We’ll actually be coming back to it later in our 
discussion. 
 
So, how should we baptize? Many different denominations will get into battles over the method of 
baptism. Some will say that you must immerse, which means dunking completely under water. 
Others will claim sprinkling is the only way. If there were only one way of baptism, we would have 
to say that immersion must be the only way because that’s how Jesus was baptized. But this poses a 
problem. As Lutherans we baptize babies. We’ll talk more about that in a bit. Immersion with a baby 
doesn’t work very well. They don’t know when to hold their breath. 
 
As we talked about last time, baptism literally means to wash. And that washing can be by any 
means necessary. It doesn’t matter how we baptize. It just matters that we baptize, or that we be 
baptized. 
 
And what is needed for baptism? 
 
Water and God’s Word. 
 



That’s it. Water and God’s Word.  
 
Matthew 28:19 tells us to Go and Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 
Now, there are 2 views of baptism. Infant baptism and a believer’s baptism. 
 
For infant baptism, which you’ll find in Lutheran, Catholic, Presbyterian, Methodist, and Nazarene 
churches, when the child is a baby, she will be baptized and then, when the child reaches the age of 
accountability she will be confirmed. 
 
Now, when I say age of accountability, I mean something along the lines of when the child is able to 
better understand their faith. It’s a really vague term. The average age that most people will use, 
specifically, those who do believer’s baptism, will be around 8-12. 
 
For believer’s baptism, which you’ll find in Baptist, Non-Denominational, Pentecostal, and Disciples 
of Christ churches, when the child is a baby, she will be dedicated to the church or faith and then 
when she reaches the age of accountability, she will decide to be baptized. 
 
Now, just to be clear, those who do infant baptism don’t only do infant baptism. It’s not like if you 
weren’t baptized as an infant, then you’re out of luck. They do infant and adult baptisms.  
 
So, as Lutherans, why do we baptize babies? Why don’t we wait until the child can decide for 
herself? 
 
Well, Abraham chose for his children. Remember, last time we talked about circumcision. Typically 
a male was circumcised when he was 8 days old. He didn’t have any say in the decision. The father 
made the decision and, in doing so, brought his son into God’s covenant. 
 
Even Jesus didn’t have a decision about circumcision. Joseph decided for him. 
 
Acts 2:38-39 teaches us that baptism is a promise for you and your children. 
 
Colossians 2 teaches us that baptism is a circumcision of the heart. 
 
We already talked about the great commission in Matthew 28. Jesus says to baptize all nations. 
Babies are a part of all nations. 
 
In Luke 18, Jesus invited the little children to come to Him. And the Greek word here for little 
children isn’t like toddlers or kindergarteners. It’s for babies. Unweaned babies. 
 
In John 3, we find out that babies, like all people, are born sinful and need what baptism offers, 
which is the forgiveness of sins. 



 
Matthew 18 shows us that babies are able to have faith. 
 
And finally, in Galatians 3 we learn that baptism is a gift from God. So, why wouldn’t we want to get 
that gift as soon as possible? 
 
Ok, so we’ve got a couple questions to finish up with today. 
 
Is it possible for an un-baptized person to be saved? Yes. Remember we said that we were going to 
come back to Mark 16:16. It says “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever 
does not believe will be condemned.” Notice condemnation comes from unbelief. It says nothing 
about not being baptized.  
 
Should we baptize the dead? No. The benefits of baptism are for those who are living. There are no 
benefits for the dead. 
 
How many times should you get baptized? Just once. Even if you run away from the faith and come 
back, your first baptism was still valid. Even if the person who baptized you leaves the faith, your 
first baptism was still valid. Your baptism is not dependent on you or the person who baptized you. 
It is dependent on God. And God doesn’t need a redo. 
 
Ok, so you were probably baptized a long time ago (maybe not, but maybe). What does it mean for 
your life today? You might not even be able to remember it. How could it mean anything for you? 
 
Romans 6:4 says this: We were therefore, buried with Him through baptism into death in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 
life. 
 
And Ephesians 4:24 says this: Put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and 
holiness. 
 
You have a new life. You put on a new self. Our main point for today is that you are a new creation. 
 
Well, that’s all for today. As always, let me know if you have any questions. See you next time! God 
Bless! 


