
Hey there! Pastor Gerber here again. Welcome back. 
 
Today, we are continuing with our study of the Lord’s Prayer. Let’s pray that together again, right 
now. 
 
Our Father… 
 
Today we are looking at the fifth petition of the Lord’s Prayer: And forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. 
 
I know we aren’t very far into this session, but I want you to take a minute to read Matthew 18:21-
35. It’s the parable of the unmerciful servant. We will be spending a good amount of time on it 
during this session, so please read it carefully. 
 
Press pause now. 
 
So, there’s a lot going on in this story, but I think you can probably figure out its basic meaning. But 
let’s look closely at it. 
 
There are 3 main characters in this parable. 

King – Represents God and it shows his grace and mercy to those who seek it 
1st Servant – Represents people that love God’s mercy, but fail to extend it to others  
2nd Servant – Represents people that wrong us 
 

So, what does this parable teach us about forgiveness and the Kingdom of God? 
• We have accumulated a ridiculous amount of DEBT (sin) against the King (God) and the 

King (God) is tremendously gracious and merciful.  God offers FORGIVENESS for those that 
acknowledge their debt (sin) and ask for forgiveness 

 
But this is in terms of talents and denarii, so it doesn’t mean a whole lot. 
 
What’s a talent? Well, scholars disagree, but some say that a talent could be worth 20 years’ salary. 
If the average person makes $50,000 per year, then one talent would be worth $1 million. And 
remember that the 1st Servant owed the king 10,000 talents. That would be the equivalent of $10 
Billion. That’s Billion with a B. 
 
And he’s only making $50,000 per year. So that means that it would take 200,000 years to pay off 
his debt. 
 
But the King forgives the first servant! Praise God! 
 



And then the 1st servant goes off and finds the 2nd servant who owes him 100 denarii. Again, what is 
a denarius? A denarius is 1 days work. Using the average salary of $50,000/ year, that would make 
a denarius worth about $200 today. 
 
So, the second servant owes the 1st servant $20,000. That’s a lot of money! If someone owed you 
$20,000 would you expect them to pay it back? I would! But look at the stark contrast between the 
King and the 1st servant. The King is owed $10 Billion, but decides to have mercy on the 1st servant 
and forgives him of his debt. But that mercy doesn’t pass from the king through the 1st servant to 
the 2nd servant like we expect it should. Again, I would expect someone who owed me $20,000 to 
pay it back. But if I had just been forgiven a $10 Billion debt, I think I would have a different attitude 
about the $20,000. 
 

• God takes SIN very seriously and always brings judgment 
 
Thankfully for those who follow Jesus, that judgement was poured out on Jesus instead of on us. 
 

• Christ followers are EXPECTED to be gracious & merciful and live out forgiveness 
 
The king expected that the 1st servant would be gracious and merciful to those who owed him debts 
since his huge debt had just been forgiven. 
 

• The debt (sin) of those that don’t forgive is RETURNED to them to pay back and they have 
rejected the King’s (God’s) desires 

 
Those who have been shown mercy cannot go on living unchanged. If they do, it means that they 
did not receive the mercy and the debt remains. And, we aren’t talking $10 Billion. We are talking 
death. Eternal death. 
 
So, how do we forgive those who have sinned against us. 
 
It’s not easy. At least, it’s not easy if we look at it in a vacuum. Just as we would expect someone to 
repay us $20,000. But if we look at what has been forgiven of us, forgiveness becomes much easier. 
Just as we expected the 1st servant to forgive the $20,000 debt since he had just been forgiven $10 
Billion. 
 
First, we need to recognize the pain that has happened and don’t dismiss it. Someone has hurt you. 
That’s real. You can’t simply write it off as though it didn’t happen. It did happen. And you can’t 
dismiss that. 
 
Then you should approach the person, recognize the wrong that was done, and attempt 
reconciliation (spell it). Reconciliation is a fancy word for brining someone back into a right 
relationship. When someone sins against you, it breaks your relationship – maybe a little, maybe a 
lot. But reconciliation repairs that relationship. 



 
Next, always view the situation through the perspective of the cross. Remember what you have 
been forgiven by Jesus on the cross. And then see how small that sin that has been committed 
against you really is (even if it is a really big sin!) 
 
To forgive in Greek literally means to turn loose, let go, not hold against someone, release of debt. 
When you forgive someone, you are literally setting them free from that sin. 
 
And finally, you need to give up the role of judge and allow God to play that role. It is not your job to 
get revenge. Look at how that turned out for the 1st servant… not very well. 
 
The main point of our session today is that we recognize the incredible amount that God has 
forgiven us and we are able to freely forgive those that wrong us. 
 
Well, that’s all for today. As always, let me know if you have any questions. See you next time! 


