
Hey there! Pastor Gerber here again. Welcome back.  
 
Today we are going to be looking at the 8th commandment. You shall not give false TESTIMONY. 
Sometimes we shorten that to simply: Don’t lie. 
 
But what does this mean? Well, page 87 of your catechism has your answer! 
 
We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, 
or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way. 
 
Remember, that’s your extra memory assignment for this week. It can also be found on page 13 of 
your catechism. 
 
What does God forbid in this commandment? Again, page 87 of your catechism has your answer! 
God forbids us to tell lies about our neighbor in a court of law or elsewhere, that is, to lie about, lie 
to, or withhold the truth from our neighbor. So your blanks on your worksheet are ‘LYING ABOUT 
someone, to someone / Withholding the truth FROM someone. 
 
 
Proverbs 19:5. A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who pours out lies will not go free. 
 
And Ephesians 4:25. Each of you must put off falsehood and speak TRUTHFULLY to his neighbor, 
for we are all members of one body. 
 
Have you ever danced around the truth? You know, you didn’t lie, but you didn’t tell the whole truth 
either? You left out some parts that might have made you look bad. Well, that would be breaking 
this part of the commandment. 
 
God also forbids us to betray our neighbor, that is, to reveal our neighbor’s secrets. 
 
Proverbs 11:13 teaches us that A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy man keeps a secret. 
 
But sometimes those secrets are too good not to share, right? Wrong. Telling secrets will betray 
someone’s confidence in you and make you untrustworthy. 
 
Finally, god forbids us to slander our neighbor or hurt our neighbor’s reputation. 
 
Matthew 18:15. If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of 
you. 
 
So, first you are to go by yourself to talk to the person that sinned against you. Then, if that person 
doesn’t repent, you bring one or two others with you. If that doesn’t work, bring it before the 
church. And if that doesn’t work, the last and final resort is excommunication, which is basically 



removing a person from the church and excluding them from participating in the sacraments. This 
is continued until the person is repentant in their sin. 
 
Luke 6:37 says: Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. 
 
And James 4:11. Brothers, do not slander one another. 
 
Ok, so then, what does God require of us in the 8th Commandment? 
 
We should defend our neighbor, that is, we should speak up for and protect our neighbor from fall 
accusations. 
 
Proverbs 31:8-9. Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are 
destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy. 
 
Also, we should speak well of our neighbor, that is, we should praise our neighbor’s good actions 
and qualities. 
 
Take a moment to look up Ephesians 4:29. You’ll want to keep your Bible open to Ephesians 4 when 
you’re done Press pause now. 
 
Finally, we should put the best meaning on everything, that is, we should explain our neighbor’s 
actions in the best possible way. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:7 teaches us that Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.  
 
And 1 Peter 4:8. Love covers a multitude of sins. 
 
Hopefully your Bible is still open to Ephesians 4. Read verse 15. Press pause now. 
 
The main point of the 8th Commandment is that, with our words and actions, we BUILD each other 
up. 
 
After this recording is over, take a couple minutes and look at each of the situations presented. 
Decided if the situation is breaking the 8th commandment or not. 
 
That’s all for today. As always, let me know if you have any questions. See you next time! 


