
Hey there! Pastor Gerber here again. Welcome back. 

Today, we’re going to be looking at the 2nd Commandment. Do you remember the 1st 
commandment? You shall have no other Gods before me. And, can you fill in the blank for the 2nd 
Commandment? You shall not blank the name of the Lord your God. You shall not misuse the name 
of the Lord your God. So, what is God’s name? Well, In Exodus 3:13-15, Moses asks God that same 
question as they are talking to each other at the burning bush. Take a minute right now and read 
that passage. 

God tells Moses that His name is I Am Who I Am. Actually, God speaks to Moses in Hebrew and uses 
the word Yahweh. But ‘Yahweh’ is the first person singular verb form of the verb to be in Hebrew. 
God is literally saying: I am. In our English Bibles, when you see the word Lord in all capitals, that’s 
how they translated YAHWEH into English. Open your Bible to the Old Testament and see if you can 
find a place where the word Lord is written in all capitals. Usually, the way that it’s done is that the 
L will still be bigger than the other letters, but they will all be in capital letters. Once you’ve found a 
verse with Lord written in all capitals, write it down and be ready to show it to me when we meet 
next. 

So, the 2nd Commandments is: You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

What does this mean? Well, let’s take a look at our catechism on page 12. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, 
lie, or deceive, but we should call upon His name in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks! Hey 
look! Your extra memory assignment for today. That was Luther’s meaning of the 2nd 
Commandment.  

But let’s take a closer look at each of those statements. 

We should not curse. To curse means to mock God or to call down the anger and punishment of God 
on someone else. Take a minute to read Luke 9:51-56 for a Biblical example. A modern example of 
that would be telling someone to go to Hell. 

We should also not swear. To spear is to take an oath in God’s name when it is done falsely, 
thoughtlessly, or in sinful, uncertain, or unimportant matters. Look up Matthew 26:72. Some 
examples of that today would be I swear to God!, Oh my God!, or even OMG. 

We should also not use satanic arts. This seems like it’s pretty obvious, but it isn’t always that 
obvious. Satanic arts are using God’s name to perform spells, calling on spirits, fortune-telling, 
talking to the dead, reading horoscopes, or watching certain horror movies like Paranormal. Read 
those Biblical examples listed. A modern example of this would be using a ouija board or having 
your fortune told. Sometimes these things just seem like fun and games, but they are very 
dangerous. They are dangerous because the devil is working in them. If a ouija board works, it’s 
probably because Satan is guiding your hands. That’s not cool. 



We also shouldn’t like or deceive. That would have to do with false teachings, false revelations, or 
pretending to be a Christian. Look up Matthew 23:23-28 for an example of that in the Bible. An 
example of that today would be saying that God told me that I should kill you. Don’t worry. He 
didn’t.  

Ok, so those are things that we shouldn’t do, but what should we do when it comes to the 2nd 
commandment? We should call upon His name in every trouble. We should pray to Him. We should 
praise Him in all that we do. And we should give thanks to the Lord for He is good and His love 
endures forever. 

Take a minute to read Philippians 2:9-11 The name of Jesus is above every other name. 

So, what’s the point?: God’s name deserves honor! 

That’s all for today. As always, let me know if you have any questions! See you next time. 


