
Welcome back! Pastor Gerber here again. Today we are going to move from the gospels into the 
book of Acts. Do you remember who the book of Acts was written by? It was one of the gospel 
writers. Luke wrote the book of Acts. 

And the book of Acts, or the Acts of the Apostles is all about, well, the acts of the apostles after Jesus 
ascended into Heaven. It tells the story of the early church and what happened to the church after 
Jesus left this earth. 

But didn’t Jesus say that He would be with us always, even to the end of the earth in the end of 
Matthew 28? Yes, yes He did. So, how can He be with us if He’s in Heaven? Well, first, we need to 
remember that God is omnipresent. And Omni present is just a fancy way of saying that God is 
everywhere at once. But, more than that, Jesus promised to send His spirit, the Holy Spirit. 
Pentecost came 50 days after Passover, which, if you remember, was the day that the Israelites 
remember the 10th plague and when God passed over their homes and didn’t kill their first born 
children. It was later the day that Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper. This was no coincidence. This 
Pentecost took place about 1 week, or 10 days, after Jesus went back up into Heaven. 

Pentecost was also an Old Testament festival. It was also called the festival of weeks and it was the 
time when God’s people celebrated the fruitfulness of the harvest. But this Pentecost was much 
different! The apostles were filled with the Holy Spirit. When the Spirit came upon them, it looked 
like they had tongues of fire on their heads. They also heard what sounded like violent wind inside 
the room that they were in. After they were filled with the Holy Spirit, they were able to speak in 
different languages. If this were to happen today, it would mean that someone like you and me 
would all of the sudden be able to speak in German, Italian, Arabic, Spanish, French, and even 
Canadian or Texan! 

There is some debate as to whether this was a miracle or the tongues or the ears. By that, I mean, 
there is debate as to whether the disciples were able to actually speak different languages, or if the 
people listening were able to hear their language, even though they disciples were speaking their 
own language, as if the Holy Spirit was acting as some sort of over the air translator. It’s something 
fun to talk about, but it doesn’t really matter. What does matter, is that all these people from 
different tribes and nations were all able to hear the good news of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ in their own language. 

Ok, now I want you to take a minute to read about the first church in Acts 2:42-47. Please do that 
now. 

So, after the Spirit comes to the Apostles, Peter preaches and about 3000 become Christians. That 
must have been some pretty incredible sermon! As time went on, God added to their number daily 
those who were being saved. 

As a community, these first Christians spent time together, learned together, ate together, and 
prayed together. 



In their midst, miracles were done, people were healed, peoples sold what they had and gave to 
anyone in need. There were no needy people among them! That’s pretty incredible. Could you 
imagine what our church would look like if this is the way that we acted too? 

The word Christian literally means little Christ. Do you have a parent or older sibling whom you 
maybe look and act like? Do you ever get called their mini-me? Or maybe you have a younger 
sibling whom you call your mini-me? That’s the idea here as we are little Christs. We look and act a 
lot like Jesus. We are His mini-me.  

Christians were also called the followers of “the way.” 

Peter is the leader of the Church. Jesus mentioned that in the gospel accounts. He called Peter His 
rock and said that he would build his church upon him. 

Stephen is the church’s first martyr, meaning he’s the first person who is killed for his faith. I’m not 
sure if that’s something that I would want to be remembered for… 

Saul, or Paul, is converted while walking on the road to Damascus. He had spent most of his life 
persecuting the Christians. He was at Stephen’s stoning (Stephen was killed by having multiple 
large stones thrown at him, probably not the way that I would want to die…). Saul wasn’t simply 
present at Stephen’s stoning, he approved it. 

Many Christians were then sent out on missionary journeys where the Gospel spread very quickly! 
How was this possible? The Romans had built roads all throughout the Roman Empire. It made for 
much easier and quicker travel. Also, the Pax Romana, or Roman peace. This was a time when 
things were relatively calm in the Roman Empire. The apostles didn’t have to worry about wars or 
fighting on their travels.  Also, many of the people were very accepting of many philosophies and 
ideas. Similar to America today, most beliefs were considered valid, even if they did contradict each 
other. People were just used to being more accepting of different thoughts. 

Many Christians, though, were killed for their faith by the Romans. Now, didn’t we just say that 
people were accepting of different philosophies and ideas? Yes. So, why were Christians being killed 
by the Roman government? They were afraid that these Christians would stop paying taxes or 
following the Roman leadership. They couldn’t have people following Caesar and Jesus. Many of the 
Christians were killed is stadiums as sport. They may have been forced to fight some wild animal 
like a tiger or a gladiator to the death. And… they lost. 

History tells us that 11 of the 12 disciples were martyred. Stoned, hung on a cross, hung upside 
down on a cross, beheaded, burned. Only John died of old age. And, at one point he survived being 
boiled in oil, so yeah… 

The church go a break, though, in 325 AD, when the emperor Constantine make Christianity the of 
the Holy Roman Empire. Now, this wasn’t done because he was such a great Christian. He did this 
for political reasons. But it did help with the spread of the church. 

So, why did the Spirit come? Or better, why does the Spirit still come today? Jesus promised that the 
Holy Spirit would come to comfort, teach, guide, convict, and give power. Take a couple minutes 



right now to pick 3 of those verses and read about why the Spirit comes into your life. Circle the 
verses that you read. 

And what did the Spirit empower the disciples and us to do? Heal others, cast out demons, speak in 
other ‘tongues’ or languages, and to understand spiritual things. Now, the Spirit worked differently 
back then than he does now. We don’t have the ability to speak in tongues anymore. Yes, we can 
practice and learn another language, but we don’t become fluent overnight. Now, this isn’t to say 
that the Spirit can’t work in this way anymore, He just doesn’t. Also, it’s not very likely that we 
could simply lay hands on someone and heal them as the disciples and Jesus did. Again, not to say 
that it couldn’t happen, but today the Spirit works through doctors and nurses to do his will. 

The purpose of these gifts was and is to build up the church and help others believe. 

The main point of our session today is that the church is the people of God, not a building. Notice, 
never once did we talk about a building during this discussion on the early church. We only talked 
about the people of God. 

That’s all for today. As always, let me know if you have any questions! See you next time. 

  


