
Hey there! Pastor Gerber here again. Welcome back. Today we are going to be taking a look at the 
teachings of Jesus. And this will be our last session focusing specifically on the gospel accounts. Do 
you remember what the word gospel means? It means good news. And what was that good news? 
That Jesus came to earth, lived a perfect life, died on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins and 
mine, and then rose again from the dead 3 days later, defeating sin, death, and the devil. 

So, what makes Jesus so unique? Jesus was born into the kingdom of the world, just like you and I 
were. Here in America, we have a democracy with a president as our head. Other countries have a 
monarchy with a king or queen their head. Some countries have a dictatorship where one person 
rules the show or an anarchy, where there’s no one in charge. The kingdom of God is different, 
though. God is the head. But things work differently. 

When the people were looking for a Messiah, or a savior, they expected a king, like David. However, 
Jesus’ ways were opposite of the world’s ways. This is shown even more in some of Jesus’ upside-
down teachings. Jesus was more concerned about one’s heart than their actions. 

Let’s take a closer look at some of Jesus’ upside-down teachings. After we look at them together, I 
want you to pick out 6 of these teachings and read about them in your Bible. Be prepared to talk 
about the ones that you read when we meet next. 

When I talk about Jesus having upside-down teachings, I mean that there’s a popular way of 
thinking, which is the way that things would make sense to you and I, and then there’s Jesus’ way, 
which is often quite contrary to our way. 

We think that you are blessed when you have money, power, safety, etc. Jesus teaches that you are 
blessed when you are poor in spirit, you mourn, you are meek, you are merciful, etc. I would suggest 
that you look at this for one of your 6. These teachings are called the beatitudes. 

We think  that that murder is killing someone physically. Jesus teaches that you can murder 
someone with your anger. 

We think that adultery is having an unlawful sexual relationship. Jesus teaches that adultery can be 
looking at someone lustfully. 

We think that prayer shows how well you know God. Jesus teaches us to not be showy about prayer, 
but rather to go into our room and pray in secret. 

We think that if someone hurts us, we should hurt them back. Jesus teaches that if someone hurts 
us, we should turn the other cheek. What do you think that phrase ‘turn the other cheek’ means? 
Not sure? Then I suggest that you read this as another one of your 6. 

We think that we should judge ourselves against others. Jesus teaches that we should judge and 
take care of ourselves first. 

We think that we must obey all 600+ commandments. Ok, so maybe we don’t think this one, but the 
people of Jesus’ day did. We still have lots of rules that we think we must obey. Jesus teaches that 



we must obey two commandments? What are they? This would be another good one to read on 
your own. 

We believe that we should love our families. This one’s about love! We have to think the same thing 
that Jesus teaches on this one, right? Jesus teaches that we should be willing to hate our families to 
make God number 1.  

We believe that we can save our lives by worrying about ourselves. Jesus teaches that we can save 
our lives by losing them and giving them to Jesus instead. 

We believe that we should only forgive someone a few times, because, if they do the same thing 
more than a few times, then they aren’t really sorry and they don’t deserve to be forgiven. Jesus 
teaches that we should never stop forgiving someone. And, this is probably a good thing, because if 
we were only forgiven a few times, we’d be going to Hell. Remember, life isn’t fair. And that’s a good 
thing! 

We believe that if we want honor, we must gain it. Jesus teaches that if we want honor, we must 
humble ourselves. 

We believe that life is good when we have a servant. Jesus teaches that life is about being a servant. 

We believe that worship is about doing the right things. Jesus teaches that worship is about spirit 
and truth. 

We believe that we should love people how they love us. Jesus teaches that we should love people 
as Jesus has loved us. And Jesus was willing to die for us, so we should love other people a lot. 

And, finally, we believe that heaven is gained by what we do. But Jesus teaches that heaven is only 
by God’s grace. 

Now, as we were going through those, you may have been thinking that you don’t think along the 
popular way of thinking, but you lean more towards Jesus’ way. Great! That means that you’ve been 
taught the way of Jesus. But that way doesn’t come naturally. Because we are all born in original sin, 
we are selfish and are inclined to do things for ourselves rather than for others. That was not Jesus’ 
way. He did things for others rather than himself. And, when we do things for others, rather than for 
ourselves, it is because Jesus has turned us upside down. 

So, our main point today is that Jesus calls us to live in an upside-down kingdom, the kingdom of 
God. 

That’s all for today. As always, let me know if you have any questions. See you next time! 


