
Welcome back! Pastor Gerber again. Do you remember what the first 5 books of the Bible are? They 
are called the Torah or Pentateuch. Written by Moses. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy. 

The next section in the Bibles is called the history books of the Old Testament. Do you remember 
how many books are in the history section? 12. Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1st and 2nd Samuel, 1st and 2nd 
Kings, 1st and 2nd Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. Today we’re going to skim over the surface of 
each of these books. We can’t do them much justice, though, in just a few minutes. So, I encourage 
you to pick one or two of them and quickly read through them. Some are shorter than others. I 
suggest Ruth and Esther. They are stories that basically stand on their own, they aren’t very long, 
and they’re really interesting. 

So, let’s get into our overview of these books. 

When we left off in Deuteronomy, Moses has just died. That’s right where Joshua picks up. 
Remember, before Moses died, Joshua took over the command of the Israelite people. We see that 
taking place in the beginning of the book. Joshua takes over and brings the Israelites into the 
Promised Land. Foreigners had settled on their land and the Israelites have to use a lot of force to 
drive these foreigners out of the land that God had promised to the Israelites. Many of these nations 
are completely destroyed in these wars. Can you think of a battle from Joshua that you remember 
from Sunday School? Joshua fit the battle of Jericho! Well, not all battles went as easily as the battle 
of Jericho. Whenever the Israelites trusted God, they won their battles. But whenever they didn’t 
trust God, or they failed to seek God’s will, they lost. There are a few key events in Joshua that I 
would like you to take a closer look at. Before the battle of Jericho, a woman name Rahab hides 
some Israelite spies and in return is spared her life when the walls came a tumbling down. The 
Israelites cross the Jordan. See if there are any similarities to when they crossed the Red Sea on 
their way out of Egypt. Then the fall of Jericho. And later in the book, the land is divided up between 
the 12 tribes of Israel (remember, the 12 sons of Jacob?). 

Next, the book of Judges. Before Israel had a king, the rulers were called Judges. They weren’t like 
our judges today. They were usually military leaders. They did judge some disputes, but mainly 
they led the Israelites out of whatever mess God’s people had gotten themselves in. There was a 
cycle that goes around and around in Judges. First, God’s people do bad things. The author, who is 
unknown, says that they did what was right in their own eyes. As a punishment, God allows their 
enemies to mess with them. When they get sick of being picked on, they turn back to God. He then 
gives them a leader. That leader is their judge. And the judge rescues them from their enemies. 
Then, later, they do what was right in their own eyes, and the cycle continues. There were at least 
12 judges that we know of. A few might have gotten left out of the records in the book of Judges. A 
few judges that I would like you to take a closer look at are Deborah, Gideon, and Samson. I’m sure 
you remember Samson from your Sunday School classes. He was the really strong guy who lost all 
of his strength when his wife cut his hair. Remember that story? You can take a closer look at it in 
Judges chapters 13-16. 

Ruth is one of the books that I told you earlier that I suggest you read through quickly. It’s only 4 
chapters. You could easily do it in one sitting. Ruth is a story of love and redemption. A guy by the 



name of Boaz redeems the family of Naomi and marries Ruth. They end up having a son who 
becomes the grandpa of David and in the line of Jesus. Hit pause and take some time to read it now. 

After Ruth comes 1st and 2nd Samuel. The people were sick of having Judges as their leaders, which 
really meant, they were sick of having God as their leader. They wanted to be like everybody else. 
Have you ever had that problem? Have you ever gotten tired of doing the things that God wanted 
you to do? Did you wish that you could just do what everyone else was doing instead? That doesn’t 
always turn out the best, does it? So, the people wanted a king and God replaced the theocracy, 
which means that God is the ruler, with a monarchy, meaning a king is the ruler. 1st Samuel is all 
about Saul’s reign. God calls Samuel (to be his servant, not like on the phone). Israel asks for a king. 
Samuel appoints Saul. But God rejects Saul as king. Then Samuel anoints David as the next king, 
while Saul is still king. Read chapter 16. That’s a pretty cool story. Then we read the story about 
David and Goliath. I’m sure you know it well, or at least the main points. And then Saul tries to kill 
David. Multiple times.  David even has the chance to kill Saul during all of this, but chooses not to. 

2nd Samuel is then all about David’s reign. David becomes king, God makes a covenant with David. 
And then we get the story about David a Bathsheba. David sees her bathing from his roof and has an 
affair with her. He gets her pregnant. Now, there were no paternity tests back then, no Dr. Phil to 
find out who’s the daddy. But David still had a problem. Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah, is at war. 
There’s no way that he could have gotten his wife pregnant. So David comes up with a plan. He 
brings Uriah back from the war in hopes that they will later be able to pretend that Bathsheba is 
pregnant with her husband’s baby. But Uriah sleeps on the doorstep outside his house. So, the next 
night David tries to get Uriah drunk. But again Uriah won’t sleep in his house. So, when Uriah goes 
back to war, David sends a letter to the commander of the army to put Uriah on the front lines. 
Uriah dies there and then David makes Bathsheba his wife. A friend, Nathan confronts David with a 
story about a rich man who has a ton of sheep and steals the only sheep of a neighboring man. 
David gets so upset about this story until Nathan points out that David is the rich man and Uriah 
was the poor man. The child that was born to David and Bathsheba became sick and died when he 
was only 7 days old. And later, another of David’s sons, Absalom, died too. 

1st and 2nd Kings is all about the kings who reigned after David. Solomon is the first king after David. 
He is another of David and Bathsheba’s sons. God offered him anything that he wanted. Solomon 
chose wisdom. He soon becomes very wealthy too. Solomon builds a temple, a place to worship 
God. He also has many wives. After Solomon’s death, Israel splits into two kingdoms, the North 
Kingdom and the South Kingdom. Guess which one was in the north and which one was in the 
south… The North Kingdom was called Israel and the South Kingdom was called Judah. The rest of 
1st and second kings is about various kings who ruled in the North or the South. Hezekiah and 
Josiah are the only good kings and both ruled in Judah. 

Then we move on to 1st and 2nd Chronicles. The name means record of history, which is fitting 
because these books are a recap of Samuel and the kings that is written later than 1st and 2nd 
Samuel and 1st and 2nd Kings. 1st Chronicles is about David and 2nd Chronicles is about Solomon and 
the line of kings (remember, mostly bad) after him. The Assyrians conquer the North Kingdom and, 
in the end, the Babylonians conquer the South kingdom, which is all that’s left of Israel and exile the 
Israelites to Babylon while destroying the Temple. 



Next is Ezra. After 70 years of captivity, the Israelites got to go home! But many of them had made a 
new life in Babylon. They had a family there. Maybe they even married a Babylonian. Most who 
were alive had no recollection of Israel. So, only a handful of the Israelites went back home to help 
rebuild the temple. Ezra comes back in another wave of people heading home to help with 
construction. But, poor hearts plus the hard work of construction equals a disappointing temple. It 
was nowhere near the beauty of Solomon’s temple. 

Then Nehemiah comes back to Jerusalem and helps rebuild the city wall in only 52 days! After that, 
Ezra read the Torah to the Israelites (remember, the Torah is the first 5 books of the Bible, Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy), and the Israelites recommit to living their lives for God 
and worshipping Him alone. 

Esther is another one of those stories that I want you to read all the way through. This one’s a bit 
longer than Ruth (it’s 10 chapters), but the story reads really quickly. Basically, the king wanted to 
show off how beautiful his queen was. Queen Vashti refused. So King Ahasuerus decided to get a 
new queen. He had a beauty contest and Esther, a Jew, won! Haman wanted to kill all of the Jews 
because Mordecai, Esther’s cousin and also a Jew, wouldn’t bow down Haman when he walked by. 
But Esther and Mordecai save the day and all the Jews celebrate! 

There are many main points in these books, but a theme throughout is this: Be careful of money, 
praise, and success. 

That’s all for today. As always, let me know if you have any questions. See you next time! 

 


