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More on Joshua and Rachel 
           

   (07.01.17) 

Josh and his wife Rachel have all kinds of unique gifts and 
experiences that make them ideal to reach out to the 
disenfranchised in our community.  

Josh always had a strong entrepreneurial spirit, and a 
propensity to accomplish things that others said could not be done. 

He attended West Chester University, in West Chester, 
Pennsylvania, where he was the worship leader and president of 
Christians in Action, a campus ministry of the Assemblies of 
God. He helped grow that ministry from five members to over 150 
in three years. He also developed, promoted, and hosted a 
Christian radio program called The Sonic Sanctuary on that 
campus, which became the most listened to radio program in the 
history of that college radio station. Working on this program gave 
him the opportunity to regularly interact with all kinds of artists and 
musicians. He quickly became aware that this was a group of 
people whose spiritual needs were extremely overlooked by the 
church. 

After college, he managed and 
promoted several mainstream rock bands, 
including a young sister-brother band called 
Halestorm, who would eventually sign to Atlantic 
Records and win a Grammy (though, 
unfortunately, not on “his watch”).  

Many people criticized Josh while managing 
Halestorm, saying these “kids” would never make 
it in the music world. Josh, however, was always 
one to both identify with, 
and believe in, the 
“underdogs” of this world.  

During the two years he 
worked with Halestorm, 
he helped them gain 
notoriety throughout the 
greater Pennsylvania 

music scene. However, the personal success he strove 
for always seemed to be just out of his reach.  

 
Josh, leading worship, 1992

Arejay and Liz Hale when 
Josh managed them, 1998.

Josh and Halestorm reunite after a show in 
Sacramento, 2013. 



�2

This was due, in part, because his post college years were characterized 
by a sense of alienation from the church. Eventually, he found himself hurled in to 
a deep, gnawing depression. 

Crippled by depression, and frustrated by the music management 
business, he took his experience in the music world and pursued music 
journalism. He was subsequently published over 50 times in such publications as 
The Aquarian, East Coast Rocker, Ironworx, Out on the Town, Pennsylvania 
Musician, HM Magazine, and CCM.  

His depression was due in part to some unresolved theological issues and 
the tension between the Sovereignty of God and human suffering. He found 
resolution in the riches of both Reformed and historic Biblical theology. Within 
weeks, his depression disappeared, he was engaged to his fellow spiritual 
sojourner Rachel, and he was off to relearn the basics of Christianity at 
Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, all the while thinking of 
ways he and Rachel could minister to the needs of the un-reached artists, 
musicians, philosophers, and scientists they knew. 

While in seminary, Josh was hired to 
produce the nationally syndicated 
White Horse Inn radio program, 
which was very close to being taken 
off the airwaves.  

In six short months he completely 
revitalized the program, and made it 
financially viable for the first time in its 
then thirteen year history.  

He also re-cultivated national 
interest in the radio preaching 
broadcasts of Dr. Donald Grey 
Barnhouse, a man who had 

been dead for over forty years, 
and he produced the Bible Study 
Hour with Dr. James 

Montgomery Boice, and Every Last Word with Dr. Philip Graham 
Ryken. (Dr. Ryken currently serves as President of Wheaton College.) 
Little did he know it at the time, but working on all of these preaching 
programs would greatly influence his own preaching style several years 
later. 

 

Josh with White Horse Inn hosts Michael Horton, Rod 
Rosenbladt, Ken Jones, and Kim Riddlebarger.

 

Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse
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Rachel always worked alongside him, supporting him and helping with all 
the technical and administrative responsibilities. While juggling responsibilities at 
home, school, and work, they were both able to start and run the Mad Donkey, a 
coffee house/ concert ministry/ art gallery at their church that became a very 
successful vehicle for cultural redemption in the greater Philadelphia region.  

  
Through the Mad Donkey, both Josh and 
Rachel were able to continue to cultivate 
a relationship with artists that creatively 
mixed their art and faith, such as Bill 
Mallonee, Burlap to Cashmere, The 
77’s, and even the “God-father of 
Christian Goth,” Brian Healy of Dead 
Artist Syndrome. 

Near the end of his time at Westminster 
Seminary, Josh felt a strange urge to start 
preaching, coupled with a church planting “bug.” 
This surprised both of them, as going in to 
seminary, neither were interested in pursuing 
church ministry of any sort. It seems God had 
other plans... 

“In a perfect world,” they both thought, “we 
could move out to California, start up a 
coffeeshop somewhere, showcase art and host 
live music, and of course, serve great coffee. 
Then we could use this as a way to organically 
connect with people, build relationships, and 
eventually, if anyone was interested, we could start a small congregation 
somewhere in the back, consisting of artists and musicians. Who knows, maybe 
even the 77s would join our team!” They laughed off this idea, realizing they had 
neither the personal connections, nor the financial ability to pull off such a dream; 
especially in California. 

 

Rachel and Josh relaxing at the Mad Donkey 
with Mark Harmon and Mike Roe (The 77’s)

Brian Healy and Josh ponder how “Satan” 
appeared in Brian’s dressing room during a show.
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Their sense of call to church planting, 
however, was so strong, they took a 
huge step of faith and decided to leave 
Pennsylvania and move to Northern 
California in November, 2005, with no job 
or place to live, because they believed 
that was where God wanted them. God 
confirmed this was the right step for 
them, and within three weeks Josh was 
hired as the pastor of The 
Underground, a concert ministry of 
Valley Springs Presbyterian Church, in 
Roseville.  

As with the Mad 
Donkey, The Underground 
gave them both regular 
interaction with a plethora of 
artists and musicians, both 
locally and nationally. When 
the Underground closed in 
July, 2008, they felt an even 
stronger desire to plant 
churches and build ministries 
from the ground up.  

  

Rachel has worked by Josh’s side in every 
ministry he has been involved with since 
they were married in August, 2001. She is a 
very gifted partner in ministry, and 
complements him perfectly in the areas 
where he is weak.  

 

Josh MC-ing at The Underground
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She has had many diverse 
life experiences as well, which 
enable her to minister in a unique 
and personal manner. She is gifted 
as both an artist and a 
mathematician, a rare 
combination to say the least. She 
is both creative and analytical, and 
is able to balance Josh out quite 
well. She also has a very well 
rounded understanding of 
suffering, largely from personal 
experience, which she is able to 
incorporate in to her ministry.  

On May 29th, 2008, one of the Lickter’s 
deepest dreams came true, when Rachel 
gave birth to Elliott Luke Carson Lickter. 
This miracle child quickly became an 
integral part of both the Lickter home and 
their ministry pursuits. He has since 
developed a love for all things Minecraft 
and Pokemon related, and has given his 
parents an excuse to rekindle their love for 
all things nerdy. 

Shortly after the birth of their son, and the closing of the Underground, the 
Lickters began to hold a “skeptics” night discussion group at the home of Mark 
and Cindy Harmon. They had met Mark several years before at the Mad Donkey, 
when he played there with his friend Michael Roe in the 77s. That group 
eventually gave birth to a new kind of church in the area; one that reached out to 
the disenfranchised through art, liturgy, and community...a church called 
Incarnation.  

As the name Incarnation implies, the Lickters 
continually strove to find ways to incarnate Christ in their 
community.  

For several years after Elliott’s birth, Rachel was 
actively involved in a Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) 
ministry that met every other week at Valley Springs Church. 

 Rachel outside art gallery in Mendocino, CA.
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Through it, she cultivated strong relationships 
with other young moms, and saw the need for 
support and encouragement groups for young 
moms.  

In addition to her work with MOPS, Rachel also 
volunteered as an art docent at a local 
elementary school, and helped with their 
annual yearbooks. Much has changed in their 
lives over the years, but their love for art and 
culture has remained constant. 

Over the next few years, Incarnation moved from one location and time to 
another for regular Sunday worship services. Their numbers remained small, but 
their strength as a community continued to grow, as did their ministry footprint. 
Musicians from Incarnation continue to regularly play out on the local and 
national music scene, something the church 
encourages and supports.  

On November 20th, 2011, after 
eleven years of work and toil, Joshua 
received his ordination in the Reformed 
Church in America. This huge milestone 
served to further solidify his sense of calling 
to minister to the unique missional 
community at Incarnation. However, 
something still seemed missing. 

 

Incarnation’s Mike Roe (far rt.) with one of his bands, The 
Lost Dogs, after opening for the late George Jones.

Incarnation’s Mark Harmon, playing with Mind X 
at Sacramento’s historic Torch Club.

The newly ordained Reverend Lickter, with Elliott and Rachel.
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After much soul searching and 
counsel, the Lickters eventually 
realized that their approach to 
worship and liturgy fit perfectly 
within an Anglican framework. And 
so, in March, 2013, Incarnation 
took the “Canterbury Trail” and 
aligned itself with the newly 
formed Anglican Church in 
North America. On September 
7th, 2013, Josh was ordained as a 
Priest in that tradition by Bishop 
Todd Hunter.  

The transition to Anglicanism was an easy one for the congregation, 
because they had always emphasized liturgy and the arts as a means to 
spiritual formation. Like many church plants, however, they struggled trying to 
find the right place to hold their worship services. Initially, they met in the 
evenings at different local churches, while trying to find a good space for Sunday 
morning services.  

One day, while driving around Roseville, praying for possible meeting 
spaces to materialize, the Lickters sensed a strong, internal desire to revisit the 
original vision they had for church planting. “Let’s open a coffee shop!” 

The plan seemed simple enough: move Sunday services in to the Lickter 
home at 10:30AM. Find a good location for a coffeeshop, open up a new 
business, and hold church 
services there on Sundays 
after the shop opened. 
Then the coffee shop could 
be a means of financial 
support for the Lickters, 
while giving them a way to 
serve the community, 
promote the arts, and build 
relationships with more 
people in their 
neighborhood.  

Josh and his friend Chris, shortly after being ordained 
by Bishop Hunter (center).

For an extended season, Incarnation held their worship services 
in the Lickters’ living room.

http://anglicanchurch.net/
http://anglicanchurch.net/
http://anglicanchurch.net/
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What they expected would only take six months 
or so ended up taking three years to come to fruition. 
They found an incredible, historic location in Old 
Roseville on Vernon Street, and were able to negotiate 
a great deal in exchange for them doing all the 
improvement work themselves. Volunteers and donors 
rose to the occasion to help make it happen.  

The city permitting 
process took 
much longer than 
anticipated, but eventually, on January 
24th, 2017, at 1PM, The Fig Tree Coffee 
Art and Music Lounge opened its doors 
to the public.  

The Fig Tree now functions as a full time, 
for profit coffee shop, over 90 hours a 
week. They regularly showcase local artists 
and musicians, and have live music 
Wednesday through Saturday evenings. 
They also use the location for community 
discussion groups, and as a way of hosting 
local events and fundraisers.  

The shop is closed on Sundays so that 
Incarnation can meet there in the mornings 
(10:30AM), and other groups can rent it out in the 
afternoon.  

Incarnation has become a safe place for 
people from various spiritual backgrounds and 
traditions to ask hard questions without fear of 
being judged. Thirty nine percent of the total 
population of the greater Roseville area consider 
themselves “de-churched”, and this has proven an 
excellent environment for some of them to work 
through their spiritual issues.  

 

Rachel, Elliott, and Fr. Josh at the ribbon 
cutting for the Fig Tree grand opening. 

Pentecost Sunday service at Incarnation, 
with music led by Mike Roe.
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Besides hanging out at the coffee 
shop throughout the week, 
members of Incarnation regularly 
serve the community through 
helping local homeless 
ministries, like The Gathering 
Inn.  

 

Incarnation also supports a 
Ugandan orphanage that was started by 
two of its members, Rick and April Dobbs. 
Fr. Josh has also been active in human 
rights issues, working with various 
organizations that advocate for the rights 
of persecuted minorities in India. Videos 
of some of his prayers and lectures have 
gone viral, being viewed by over 10,000 
people within a week’s time.  

The Lickters’ passion for church 
planting does not end with Incarnation. Fr. 
Josh also serves as priest in charge for 
Amazing Grace Anglican Fellowship, 
an Anglican mission meeting at Sierra 
Regency Retirement Community in Roseville.  

He also mentors and provides 
oversight for St. Augustine Anglican 
Mission, a group of young adults that 
meets Thursday evenings in the Fig 
Tree basement. In addition, Fr. Josh 
has helped start Resurrection 
Anglican Church, a new Anglican 
congregation serving the greater 
Placerville region in El Dorado County. 
They are all part of the Sacramento 
Valley Deanery, a network of 
Anglican and Sacramental churches in 
the region that will often do joint 
events together.  

Fr. Victor Schreffler (left) and Josh leading a 
joint Christmas Eve service.

Fr Josh at a human rights conference with Christian 
and Sikh leaders. 

http://www.minoritiesofindia.org
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Rather than criticize other 
churches or ministries, the Lickters 
desired to help establish a new missional 
community that would serve the spiritual 
needs of those that weren’t being 
reached by other churches.   

They wanted to see a community 
that practiced RAW Spirituality: Rooted 
in Christ and the traditions of the 
Apostles, Artistic in their worship and 
lifestyle, and Welcoming to everyone God 
brought their way. That community, 
Incarnation Anglican Church, is now an 
exciting reality, and meeting every 
Sunday at 10:30AM in The Fig Tree 
Coffee Art and Music Lounge. 

(Thanks for reading!)


