
 
 

Marriage Policy and Wedding Guidelines 
 
 

Congratulations on your engagement! We are pleased that you are considering 
Batesville Christian Church for your special event.   

Enclosed in this booklet is the Marriage Policy for our church, as well as the fees 
associated with hosting your event at Batesville Christian Church. Please do not 
hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. 

 

May God richly bless you! 
The Staff at Batesville Christian Church 
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Marriage Procedure 
 
 

This procedure is to be followed by all couples seeking to be married in our building: 
 

1) Contact our Office Administrator to inquire about a tentative wedding date. Office 
hours are 8 AM to 2 PM Monday through Thursday, and 8 AM to 1 PM on 
Fridays. Call 812-934-5147 or email admin@batesvillechristianchurch.org.  

 
2) This Marriage Policy and Wedding Guidelines booklet will be provided to you 

after connecting with our Office Administrator. 
 

3) Fill out the information requested on the forms contained within this booklet and 
return them to Batesville Christian Church (hereafter referred to as BCC), along 
with your $50.00 refundable reservation deposit, in order to reserve your date 
permanently on our calendar. 

 
4) An appointment will be made for you to meet with one of our ministers to go over 

the Wedding Policies.   
 

5) The date cannot be finalized until the office: 
 

❑ receives the completed forms;  
❑ received the $50.00 reservation deposit; and 
❑  the couple have met with one of our ministers. 

 
6) It is a requirement for couples to complete pre-marital counseling before being 

married at BCC. The minister will schedule the pre-marital counseling. 
 

7) Other presiding minister’s names must be submitted 90 days prior to the service 
date. 

 
Any changes made in the wedding plans, including changes of address and/or phone 
number for the participants, need to be brought to the attention of the church office as 
soon possible. 
 
Checklist: 

❑ Contact Office Administrator 
❑ Fill out and send in all forms included in this booklet 
❑ Send in $50.00 reservation deposit 
❑ Meet with a BCC Minister 
❑ Attend Pre-Marital counseling 
❑ For changes in meeting with the Minister, call the church office to 

reschedule. 
 
 

mailto:admin@batesvillechristianchurch.org
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What the Bible Says About Marriage 
 

Groomsmen stand at attention as the music swells and the bride begins her long walk 
down the aisle, arm in arm with her father. The smiling, but nervous, husband-to-be 
follows every step, his eyes brimming with love. Then happy tears are shed, vows 
stated, and families merged. A wedding is a joyous celebration of love; it is the holy 
mystery of two becoming one, of beginning life together, and of commitment. Marriage 
is ordained by God and illustrates His relationship with His people. Thus, there is 
perhaps no greater tragedy than the violation of those sacred vows. A covenant has 
been made with God. 
 
Genesis 2: 18-24…………………….. Marriage is God’s idea. 
 
Genesis 24: 58-60…………………… Commitment is essential to a successful  
      marriage. 
 
Song of Solomon 4: 9-10……………. Romance is important. 
 
Jeremiah 33: 10-11…………………... Marriage holds times of great joy. 
 
Malachi 2: 14-15…………………….. Marriage creates the best environment for  
      raising children. 
 
Matthew 5: 32……………………….. Unfaithfulness breaks the bond of trust, the  

   foundation of all relationships. 
 
Matthew 19: 6………………………... Marriage is permanent. 
 
Romans 7: 2-3………………………... Ideally, only death should dissolve marriage. 
 
Ephesians 5: 21-33…………………… Marriage is based on the principled practice of  

    love, not feelings. 
 
Ephesians 5: 23, 32…………………... Marriage is a living symbol of Christ and the  

    church. 
 
Hebrews 13: 4………………………… Marriage is good and honorable. 
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Marriage Policy 
 

Performing a wedding is about more than just officiating a ceremony. It is about joining 
a man and a woman in a lifelong commitment. The ministers of Batesville Christian 
Church (hereafter referred to as “BCC”) consider their involvement to be both a privilege 
and a responsibility. While we cannot guarantee the success of any marriage performed 
at BCC, we hope to provide each couple with the greatest potential for success. 
Understanding and accepting God’s plan for marriage provides a foundation upon which 
a strong and lasting marriage can be established. 
 
Purpose of Policy: 
 
1) To ensure, to the best of our ability, that any marriage ordained at BCC has the 

greatest potential for success by providing each couple with a solid understanding 
and appreciation of God’s plan for marriage. 

 
2) To ensure that weddings performed at BCC are conducted in an atmosphere of 

reverence for God and for the sanctity of marriage. 
 
3) To ensure the gospel of Jesus Christ is shared with each couple wishing to be 

married at BCC. 
 
4) To protect the physical facilities of BCC from being viewed or treated as a rental hall 

for weddings and wedding receptions (please refer to complete wedding packet for 
details). 

 
5) To protect primary ministries of BCC, i.e. Sunday worship and Sunday school, from 

being adversely affected by poorly disciplined weddings and wedding receptions. 
 
Policy: 
 
1) Both must confess Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord (II Corinthians 6:14). However, a 

minister may choose to unite in marriage two non-believers. But a non-believer and 
a believer will not be united in marriage by a minister of BCC nor will such a wedding 
be conducted at the church building. (A non-believer is defined as one who does not 
confess Christ as Savior and Lord.) “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers”! (II 
Corinthians 6:14) 

 
2) At least one must be a member of BCC. (The ministers reserve the right to make 

exceptions) 
 

3) Only weddings uniting one male and one female will be conducted at Batesville 
Christian Church (Genesis 2:24) 
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4) The couple must not be living together and must agree to continue not having or 
cease participating in any physical activity that violate the spirit of Hebrews 13:4 and 
I Thessalonians 4:3-5 

 
“Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure,  

for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral” (Hebrews 13:4) 
 

“It is God’s will that you should be sanctified:  that you should avoid sexual immorality; 
that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and 

honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God” (I 
Thessalonians 4:3-5) 

 
5) The couple must commit to attending pre-marital counseling with a minister or with 

someone else approved by the minister. (The first of these sessions should be 
scheduled no later than 4 months prior to the wedding.) There should be no fewer 
than 3 one-hour sessions. 

 
6) The couple must allow the minister to present the role Christ desires to play in the 

life of each individual and in the life of the marriage. 
 
7) The minister has final approval regarding all elements of the wedding ceremony. 
 
8) BCC reserves the right to not perform any wedding which we believe will not be in 

the best interest of the couple, their families, or the church. The couple will be 
informed of such a decision and the reason for the decision as soon as possible. 

 
9) Weddings performed by ministers other than the ministers of BCC: 
 

a. The guest minister must initiate contact with and meet with a BCC minister at 
least one month prior to the wedding. The purpose of this meeting will be to 
familiarize the guest minister with this policy, our facilities, and other church 
guidelines. 

 
b. A BCC minister or one of the wedding coordinators of BCC must be present 

for all gatherings associated with the wedding which are held at the church 
(i.e. rehearsal, wedding ceremony and reception). The purpose for this is to 
assist the guest minister and to protect the plant and programs of BCC. 

 
c. The guest minister will serve as the liaison between the attending BCC 

minister/coordinator and the wedding party. 
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In signing this policy, we agree to abide by each of the above conditions. If we 
violate any of these conditions, we understand that Batesville Christian Church 
has the right to refuse performance and hosting of the ceremony. 
 
 
 

Groom 
 

 Bride 
 
 

Date  Date 
 

 
In addition, a Batesville Christian Church minister must sign this agreement: 
 
 
 

Minister  Date 
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Confidential Pre-Marital Information Sheet (Bride) 
Please fill out both sides of this form completely. 

 
Name________________________________________ Date_________________ 

Bride’s Birth Date_______________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________ 

City____________________________ State___________ ZIP__________________ 

Home Phone_____________________ Work Phone___________________________ 

Tentative date and time of wedding__________________________________________ 

Are you a member of Batesville Christian Church?   Yes    No 

If you are not a member of BCC, what is your church affiliation? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Why are you getting married? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Previously married?   Yes   No  If yes, how many times? _______ 

If the previous marriage(s) ended in divorce, please answer the following: 

Provide reason(s) for divorce(s) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

What reconciliation efforts were made? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

What is the date the divorce was finalized? ___________________________________ 

Any children?  Yes   No 
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If yes, list their ages______________________________________________________ 

Have you and your fiancée lived together, or are you presently living together?  

           Yes   No 

How long have you dated your fiancée? ______________________________________  

How long have you been engaged? _________________________________________ 

Are you pregnant?    Yes   No 

Do you believe you are saved?   Yes   No  

Describe your salvation experience: 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Do you believe you will go to heaven when you die?      Yes   No 

Why do you believe this? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Describe your relationship with Christ at this point in your life: 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

PLEASE FOLLOW THESE STEPS ONCE YOU RECEIVE THIS FORM: 

1. Return completed form, along with the groom’s form, to Batesville Christian Church 
to the attention of the minister. 

2. Date for wedding cannot be finalized until completed forms are returned, meeting 
with minister occurs, and the $50.00 Reservation Fee is paid. 

3. After you call to schedule your tentative date, you have 30 days within which you 
must pay your Reservation Fee. 
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Confidential Pre-Marital Information Sheet (Groom) 
Please fill out both sides of this form completely. 

 
Name________________________________________ Date_________________ 

Groom’s Birth Date_______________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________ 

City____________________________ State___________ ZIP__________________ 

Home Phone_____________________ Work Phone___________________________ 

Tentative date and time of wedding__________________________________________ 

Are you a member of Batesville Christian Church?   Yes    No 

If you are not a member of BCC, what is your church affiliation? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Why are you getting married? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Previously married?   Yes   No  If yes, how many times? _______ 

If the previous marriage(s) ended in divorce, please answer the following: 

Provide reason(s) for divorce(s) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

What reconciliation efforts were made? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

What is the date the divorce was finalized? ___________________________________ 

Any children?  Yes   No 
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If yes, list their ages______________________________________________________ 

Have you and your fiancée lived together, or are you presently living together?  

           Yes   No 

How long have you dated your fiancée? ______________________________________  

How long have you been engaged? _________________________________________ 

Are you pregnant?    Yes   No 

Do you believe you are saved?   Yes   No  

Describe your salvation experience: 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Do you believe you will go to heaven when you die?      Yes   No 

Why do you believe this? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Describe your relationship with Christ at this point in your life: 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

PLEASE FOLLOW THESE STEPS ONCE YOU RECEIVE THIS FORM: 

1. Return completed form, along with the groom’s form, to Batesville Christian Church 
to the attention of the minister. 

2. Date for wedding cannot be finalized until completed forms are returned, meeting 
with minister occurs, and the $50.00 Reservation Fee is paid. 

3. After you call to schedule your tentative date, you have 30 days within which you 
must pay your Reservation Fee. 
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Wedding Preparations 
 
Rehearsal Planning 
 
Though it’s not the actual wedding, your rehearsal is a very important event in its own 
right. Because we want your wedding day to go smoothly, we want to make the most of 
the rehearsal to prepare everybody for the big day. 
 
At BCC, we have a coordinator who will assist with rehearsal activities. Working with the 
coordinator ahead of time to plan out the service you want will ensure that is the service 
you get. It’s our goal to make the rehearsal as low stress as possible.   
 
In leading up to the rehearsal, it’s important to keep a detailed list of names and contact 
information for every person who will be involved. If a change in scheduling must take 
place, you can use this list to contact everybody ahead of time. Also, if planning a 
rehearsal dinner or another activity following the rehearsal, be sure to invite everyone 
ahead of time and state if spouses/dates are welcome to attend.   
 
Before or after the rehearsal is a good time to give to the minister the marriage license 
and to give honorariums to any support personnel for the service. Taking care of these 
details ahead of the wedding frees you to focus your attention on the wedding and all of 
the friends and family who will be there to support you. 
 
At least 90 days in advance of your reserved wedding date, the church office will put in 
you touch with one of our wedding coordinators. If you have not been put in touch with a 
coordinator by that time, please contact our Office Administrator at 812-934-5147 or 
admin@batesvillechristianchurch.org.  
 
 

mailto:admin@batesvillechristianchurch.org
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Ceremony Details 
*This is a form, which may be used as an outline for your program.  

It will also help the wedding coordinator when she goes over your plans with you.* 
These details should be completed 60 days before the wedding. 

 
 

Wedding Date ____________________  Wedding Time____________________ 

Rehearsal Date ___________________  Rehearsal Time __________________ 

Wedding Location__________________ Rehearsal Location________________ 

Full Name of Bride_______________________________________________________ 

Bride’s Address_________________________________________________________ 

 City_____________________ State________________ Zip_____________ 

Bride’s Phone __________________ (home)  __________________ (work) 

Bride’s E-mail Address___________________________________________________ 

Full Name of Groom_____________________________________________________ 

Groom’s Address________________________________________________________ 

 City_____________________ State________________ Zip_____________ 

Groom’s Phone __________________ (home)  __________________ (work) 

Groom’s E-mail Address__________________________________________________ 

Address After Wedding___________________________________________________ 

 City_____________________ State________________ Zip_____________ 

Bride’s Parents _________________________________________________________  

Groom’s Parents ________________________________________________________ 

Maid of Honor __________________________________________________________ 

Best Man ______________________________________________________________ 

# of Bridesmaids ______ # of Groomsmen ______ # of Ushers ______     
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Bridesmaids’ names 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Groomsmen’s names 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Usher’s names 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Flower Girl ____________________________________________________________ 

Ring Bearer ___________________________________________________________ 

Miniature Bride & Groom__________________________________________________ 

Who will give away the bride? _____________________________________________ 

Pianist _____________________________  Florist ____________________________ 

Vocalist(s)_____________________________________________________________ 

Photographer _______________________________ Pictures starting at ___________ 

Will the ceremony be videotaped?   Yes  No 

If yes, by whom? _______________________________________________________ 

Will there be a unity candle?    Yes   No  

Will the mothers be lighting them?    Yes   No 

Will you have an aisle runner?    Yes   No  

Will there be recorded music in the ceremony?    Yes   No 

If yes, will you be using a CD or Tape?_______________________________________ 
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Minister _______________________________________________________________ 

Wedding License Secured?    Yes   No     

Reception?    Yes   No     

If yes, where? __________________________________________________________ 

Other Details/Notes 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
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Wedding Preparations 
 
Wedding Fees 
 

Service Member Fee Paid Non-Member Fee Paid 

Date Reservation 
This fee is to be paid in order to secure your date 
permanently on the church calendar. It is refundable 
upon completion of the ceremony. $50.00  $50.00  

Damage Deposit 
This fee is refundable, at the discretion of BCC, once 
it is determined that there is no damage to the 
facilities and grounds and rooms used are returned 
to their original setup. $400.00  $400.00  

Worship Center 
Our worship center can seat 235. $0  $300.00  

Fellowship Hall 
Fellowship Hall can accommodate up to 90 people.  $0  $400.00  

Wedding Coordinator $100.00  $100.00  

Audio Visual Technician 
If more than one audio technician is required, there 
will be additional fees, to be determined based on 
what is needed. $100.00  $100.00  

Stage Set Up / Tear Down $100.00  $100.00  

Minister 
Fees charged by BCC ministers will be confirmed 
prior to premarital counseling.   
 
If you are not planning on using BCC’s minister, the 
visiting minister’s name must be turned in 90 days 
prior to the service date and fees must be decided 
between both parties. TBD  $200.00  

Cleaning 
If both Worship Center and Fellowship Hall are used, 
the cleaning fee will be $150. $100.00  $100.00  

 
Payments 
 
The reservation deposit must be received before your wedding can be held on BCC’s 
calendar.  
 
All other fees and deposits listed above must be received at least thirty (30) days prior 
to the service date.  
 
All fees and deposits must be paid in the form of a check payable to Batesville Christian 
Church.   
 
All paid fees and deposits will be forfeited if the Bride or Groom is a no show for either 
the Rehearsal or the Wedding ceremony.  
 
All paid fees and deposits will also be forfeited if the terms of the Wedding Agreement – 
signed by both parties – are breached. 
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Wedding Preparations 

 
Time Frames 
 

• Saturday Weddings:   
No wedding can begin later than 4:00 PM (unless other arrangements are 
approved by BCC staff) 

 
• Friday Rehearsals:   

 6:30 PM (unless other arrangements are approved by BCC staff). Everyone must 
 leave the church grounds no more than 1 hour after rehearsal. 
 

• Weekday times:   
 If a weekday is preferred, the BCC staff will need to approve the date/time based 
 on other church activities already  scheduled. 
 
Decoration Details 
 

• The Worship Center is already a beautiful setting for an attractive ceremony. 
There must be no use of nails, screws, or tape on the furnishings or the building 
proper.   

 
• If you want an aisle runner, you must provide it. It needs to be 75 feet long and 

secured with pins. There are to be no aisle candles. 
 

• Please do not move BCC’s flowers or plants without permission. 
 

• For decoration or preparation purposes, the building will be available beginning 
at 10:00 AM on Saturday.  
 

• All decorations must be removed immediately following the wedding.  
 

• All personal property must be removed from the building and all furnishings 
belonging to the church must be returned to their original places. 

 
Rehearsal 
 

• Failure to show up for the rehearsal will forfeit the $50 reservation fee.  At the 
minister’s discretion, other fees may be forfeited and cancellation of the 
ceremony may result. 
 

• Please make sure that the entire wedding party arrives on time at the scheduled 
rehearsal time. Only one hour is allotted for the rehearsal. 
 

• Bring your marriage license to rehearsal. 
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• Practicing the wedding music may not be done during the rehearsal.  
 

 
Photographs Taken During the Ceremony 
 
Photographs by guests may be taken during the processional and recessional; not 
during the ceremony. Photo sessions must conclude at least 30 minutes before the 
ceremony begins. We request your cooperation in this and ask that you inform your 
photographers and guests of these policies. 


